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know that some members do not like the
idea of any extension of state trading in any
circumstances, but I think this is one of the
instances in which members who have so
frequently expressed opposition to State
trading will realise that the State Govern-
ment was justified in purchasing these works
in the interests of the primary producers of
Western Australia. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East): I
eonsider that the action taken by the Gov-
ernment was necessary, particularly in view
of the reports we had from those controlling
these works. Remarks like those of Mr.
Miles about the return of the capital of
these who invested in the company are most
uncalled for. For 20 years the people who
took such a great interest in these works
have had their money invested and have not
received one single penny by way of return.
Admittedly they are veryv fortunate at this
stage to have their money returned. That
is being done in order to enable work to be
carried on that is most essential to Western
Australia. There does not appear at the
present moment to be any other avenue
through which this work could be done by
private enterprise or by the primary pro-
ducers themselves. Consequently I must
congratulate the Government on its action
in this matter. I have read in the Press
lately of the difficulties experienced in find-
ing butchers to slaughter lambs available at
these works.

I congratulate the committee, under the
chairmanship of the Minister for Agricul-
ture, for the manner in which it has set about
obtaining labour rendered scarce by man-
power difficulties. Without that labour,
quite &8 number of lambs could not have heen
put on the market. We have other works
near Albany and what has been done there
this year has drawn upon the manpower of
many farmera. However, the quota sent to
that end of the State has been deanlt
with. All members will understand the
reason for the Government’s taking over the
works. I would have liked to see at
least two members of the previous com-
pany available to assist the new direc-
tors, who are nearly all civil servants. Mr.
Farrell is a civil servant but I suppose
he is one of the most practical men in the
meat trade in Western Anstralia. I would
have liked to sce the producers represented
and some of those who have béen so long
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associated with the previous company in-
vited to remain with the new committee for
12 months at least in order that their use-
ful knowledge might be available to it. 1
support the Bill.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East}: I support the
Bill. Like Mr. Piesse, the only fault I have
to find with if is in regard to the committee
of management. I am not so much con-
cerned about members of the previons com-
pany being on the board bat would like to
see the producers represented. So long as
the producers were represented I would be
wmite satisfled.

On motion by Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 4.36 p.m,
—— ——— 3
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QUESTIONS (4).
RAILWAY FREIGHTS AND FARES.

Hon. N. KEENAN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is the statement correct which
wag made by Mr, P. C. Raynor, the Deputy
Secretary of the W.A, Government Rail-
ways, on the 6th November last before the
Commonwealth Granis Commission, namely,
that an all-round increase of 12%; per cent.
in railway charges was proposed? 2, If so,
is be aware that such increase would seriously
affect the people living on the Eastern Gold-
fields who are paying and always have paid
rates for all services rendered by the ra:l-
ways of an amount highly payable to the
Railways? 3, Is he aware thai in addition
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to the increased charge which would be made
by the Railway Department, sales tax is
imposed on such increased cost? 4, Will
he undertake that if such inereased charges

for services to he rendered by the Railway-

Department, and particularly for the car-
riage of goods, are intended to be made, he
will have same gazetted sufficiently long be-
fore the close of the present session of Par-
liament to allow of the matter being brought
before the House? 5, Alternatively, will he
undertake not to gazette any increase of
charges for services to be rendered by the
Railway Department whilst Parliament is in
recess?

The MINISTER replied: 1 to 5, The
staterment made to the Grants Commission
by the Deputy Secretary of Railways was
made without reference to the Government,
and has not been considered by the Govern-
ment; consequently no declaration will be
made until the proposal has been considered
and a decision reached by the Government.

GAS-PRODUCERS.
Ag to Nasco Unils.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for In-
JQustrial Development: Has any aetion heen
taken to prohibit the sale of Naseco gas-pro-
ducers in this State?

The MINISTER replied: The Commis-
sioner ¢f Police has heen requested to re-
frain from licensing any further vehicles
fitted with Naseo gas-producers, unless it is
proved to his satisfaction that the thickness
of the material of the firebox is not less than
that specified by the Standards Association
of Australia Code. This action was taken
after an exemination disclosed that some
Naseo units had been sold with fire-boxes
construeted of material which was lighter
than that specified by the Code,

PCBLIC DEBT.
As to Oversea Payments.

Mr. NORTH asked the Treasurer: 1,
What amount of national- oversea public
debt has been paid off smece the 1930 de-
pression? 2, Does lease-lend affect the posi-
tion favourably or otherwise? 3, At present
rate of sinking funds when will oversea deht
be extinguished?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Treasurer) veplied: 1, Amount of oversea
debt redeemed since the 3Mh June, 1930, is
£2,865,602 16s. 2d4. including loans of
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£098,353 75, 3d. and £140,000 for which spe-
cial sinking funds had been provided. 2,
The lease-lend arrangement operating be-
tween America and Great Britain, and the
reciprocal lend-lease between the Allies and
America may affect the position, but we are
not in a position to comment at this stage.
3, By the provisions of the Financial Agree-
ment of 1928 the control of the sinking funds
of the Commonwealth and States is vested in
the National Debt Commission. Sinking
funds are not acemmulated but subjeet to the
agreement are applied to the redemption of
the publie debts of the various Governments
or the re-purchase of securities issued in re-
spect thereof. In normal times the policy
of the Commission is to nliocate the funds
available to Australia, London, and New
York in proportion to the amount of debt
domiciled in the respective places, but owing
to the needs of the war it is not possible at
present to carry out that poliey to its fullest
extent. Theoretically the debt existing at
the time the Finaneial Agreement came into
foree or an equivalent amonnt of other debt
should be extinguished by the year 1985.
On loans raised since the financial agree-
ment, the period for which sinking fund
contributions are payable is 53 years and
in Lhat time debt equivalent to the amount
of the loan would be redeemed.

POTATO CROP.
As to Digging.

Mr. WITHERS (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agrieulture: Will he ad-
vise the House of the quantity of potatoes
dug'last week-end under the system of volun-
teer labour organised by the Department of
Agrieulture? Are the arrangements to
continue? If so, arc adequate plans made
for the transport of volunteer workers?

The MINISTER vreplicd: Bvery effort
has bheen made te cope with the diffienlties
associated with potato digging, including a
call for volunteer labour i any district ad-
jacent to the operations. During last werk-
end 4,650 bags of potatoes were dug by
volunteer lahour. Of those 2,600 were dug
hy lnmpers from Bunbury. There were 850
dug by other residents of Bunbury nnd
1,100 by miners from Collie. 'We hope that
during next week-end the total of 4,650
hags dug by volunteer labour last week-
end will be exceeded. .Arrangements have
heen made for transport, even to the ex-
tent of endeavouring to meet the sitnation
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by the provision of a special train for
volunteer workers. Those arrangements
have not been completed, but I hope they
will be finalised in time to meet the reguire-
ments of all those who are tryving to help
in this diffienlt peosition.

BILL—-NATIONAL EMERGENCY

(STOCKS OF GOODS).

Introdunced by the DMinister for
and read a first time.

Labour

BILL—DEATH DUTIES (TAXING)
ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS [2.24] in
moving the second readivg said: This Bill
iz introdueed to extend the operations of
the Death Duties (Taxing) Act which was
passed last year, and which provides par-
ticularly for the estates of Australian sol-
diers serving in the Forces who might die
in Australian territory because of enemy
action, These concessions were originally
granted to members of the A.LF. on ae-
tive serviee and “aetive service” was defined
as servies outside Australia. Owing to
Jdapan coming into the war against the
Allies and the theatre of war shifting to
Australian territory, soldiers were Kkilled
within Aunstralia as a result of enemy
action and, as “active serviee” is defined as
serviee ountside Australia, it was not pos-
sible under the Aect as it stood to give the
concessions of prohate duty to members of
the Forces who were killed within Anstra-
lian territory during the conflict with the
Japanese.  In addition to that, consider-
able forces of our Allies have landed in
Australia, and some of those men have bhe-
come casualties as  the result of enemy
action,

In spite of the passing of the Adminis-
tration Act Amendment Bill rvecently fo
allow eertain concessions regarding the pay-
ment of probate duty, the desire is that, by
means of the Bill now before the House,
that privilege shall he extended to the
estates of those who are now pur Allies and
may be killed on Australian soil during the
war period. The legislation recently passed
extended that privilege regarding probate
duties to Australian soldiers and members of
the British Forces, as well as to members
of the Forees of our Allies who happen to
be killed here or die as the result of enemy
aetion. ‘The Death Duties (Taxing) Aet,
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which lays down the rate to be paid.by the
deceased person’s estate, is a separate mens-
ure from the Administration Act. -Ag the
Denth Duties (Taxing) Jdet is separate
from that messure, a separate Bill is also
required to a(.com_pllbh what lhc Govern-
ment bas in mind.

The proposals contained in the Bill will,
if agreed to, enable the Clovernment to give
effect to the amendments recently -agreed
upon in eonnection with the Administration
Act, aud thus enable similar coneessions lo
be granted. Although this matter has not
been taken up by all the other States so
far, T believe consideration will he corres-
pondingly extended there, not only to
our own soldiers who may be killed
within the borders of Aunstralia but to
those of our Allies. In all the ecirecum-
stances, that seems to be merely just. Mem-
hers will notice that the Bill will affect
three of the sehedules of the Death Duties
{Toaxing) Act. There are fonr schedules in
that Aet, bot one deals with duty payable
by foreign companics ecarrying on business
in Australia, so that does not apply in this
instance. The amendment will affect the
three schedules attached to the Death Duties
{Taxing) Act, No. 29 of 1934, of which I
have a copy, should members wish to refer
to it. I move—

That the Bill be now read g second time.

On motion by Mr. Doney, dcbate ad-
Journed.

BILL—INCOME AND ENTERTAIN-
MENTS TAX (WAR TIME SUS-
PENSION).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS [2.29] in
moving the second veading said: Many mem-
bers will regret the neeessity for the intro-
duetion of this legislation. The reason for
its appearance is to he found in the aetion
of the Commonwealth in passing the Income
Tax {War Time Arrangements) Aect, whieh
made it necessary for the States to waive
their rights to eertain taxation collections,
which are provided for in the State
laws. The Commonwealth, as members are
aware, now has power to eollect all State
and Commonwealth taxation under the pro-
visions of one Act for the duration of the
war and for 12 months therveafter. It will
be remembered that the States opposed the
action of the Commonwealth in that re-
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spect, and Western Australia was a party
to the case taken to the High Court of Ans-
tralia to test the validity of the Common-
wealth Government's action. The decision
of the High Court was in favour of the
Comraonwealth and, as a vesult, the Federal
uniform taxation laws were declaved valid.
The State could, of course, continue to
operate s State income tax in defiance of
the Commonwealth law, but it requires
only a cursory examination of the position
to reach the decision that sueh a course
would merely react to the detriment of our
own State taxpayers, and it would be quite
impossible to superimpese upon the Com-
monwealth taxation provisions something
specific 1o meet the requirements of the
State.

Therefore there is no alternative but to
pass legislation to make provision for the
waiving, for the time being, of the right
of the Siate to colleet its own taxation.
The Comnionwealth law makes provision
for the payment to the State of £2,516,000,
and, if the State refused to adopt the Com-
monweaith scheme and earry on, it wonld in-
volve the forfeiture of the right to rein-
bursement to the extent of £2,546,000 from
the Commonwealth, that saum representing
the average tax collection for the two years
immediately prior to the amalgamation of
{he Commonwealth and State taxes. The
Rill now hefore the House suspends the
collection of State taxes from the 1st July
of this vear, aceruing after that date and
puyable under five different State Acts.
Members will notice on pernsing the Bill
that those Acts are dealt with in separate
clauses, and the first relates to the Income
Tax (Rates for Deduction) Act. That is
necessary because of the obligation im-
posed on emplovers statutorily to make
deductions, so that the responsibility at-
{aching to employers and others in that
respeet may be waived. Unless that were
dlone, the obligation would confinue. An-
other clause refers to the Income Tax Aect,
which deals with emergency cases, snch as
those relating to persons who are about
10 leave the State ar Commonwealth, and
for whom intermediate assessments are re-
quired in order that income tax may be
collected from them before their assess-
ments would normally he available.

Other Acts affected are the Gold Mining
Profits Tax Act, the Hospital Fund (Contri-
butions) Aet, and the Entertainments Tax
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Act. The suspension of those measures is
for the duration of the war and for 12
months thereafter. The suspension of the
Acts will allow all taxes, which would be
chargeable up to the 30th June, 1942, to be
still charged. The operation of the Entex-
tainments Tax Aet affeeted collections on
cntertainment tickets, and that taxation was
vayable at the source. For the time
Leing, although it was not agreed until
October 1hat the State would waive its
rights to fhat tax, it will be found
that there is provision in the Bill for the
commencement date of the Commonwealth
authority to be slightly different from
thase affecting the other taxes mentioned.
The Hospital Fund Contributions Aet was
for the purpose of imposing a tax of 1l4d.
i the pound on all wages, salary and income
carned each year. In the case of wages and
salaries, the tax was deducted at cach pay
period. The Government, upon the decision
of the High Court going in favour of the
Commenwealth, agreed to aceept the Com-
monwealth’s taxing proposals. Tt has noti-
fied the Commonwealth Government to ihis
effect, and has since heen reeeiving its -
monthly contribution of the average tax pay-
able under State faxation measures.

The purpose of the Bill is to suspend the
operation of the various Aects I have
mentioned a5 from the 1st July, 1942,
for the duration of the war and for
12 months thereafter, the Commonwealth
chming into the field in regard to
the entertzinments tax, as I have al-
ready mentioned, as from the 1st October,
1942, In the agreement with the States re-
garding the entertainments taxation field the
Commonwealth undertook to pay to the
States the average tax collected by the States
for the last two financial years. The Com-
monwealth, as T helieve members are aware,
has substantinlly increased the rates of the
tax, I think that at the conference of Pre-
miers held in Melbourne in- August, the
Commonwealth expressed the opinion that
from the imposzition of standard taxation on
entertainments throughout Australia it would
levy at least another £2,500,000 from enteyr-
tainments tax sourees.

The amount payable to this State for
surrendering ils entertainments taxation ie
approximately £98,000 per annum. In return
we shall receive from the Commonwealth
the tax collected by the State under the
State Aet up to the 31t October, and for
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the remaiping nine months of the year we
shall receive nine-twelfths of the average
amount of £98,000. As a matter of faet, it
did appear to the States that because of the
buoyancy of spending at that time there
would be an increase generally in receipts
from entertainments taxation; but, also at
the time the matter was under considera-
tion, it was obvious that had the States not
vaeated this field they wounld have been forced
into a very diffieult position—the Common-
wealth invading the field and perhaps dry-
ing up, so far as the States were concerned,
oven the amounts they would otherwise be
able to collect. The Bill is simply conched.
Tt will be found to include within its six
clauses provision for the suspension of the
State’s collecting of the amounts, in conse-
quence of which it will be entitled to receive
from the Commonwealth the average of its
past two years’ eollections to reimburse it
for taxation raised previously under its own
laws. T move—
That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion hy Ar. Patrick, debate ad-
Journed,

BILL—-HEALTH ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 2).

Second Reading. -
Debate resnmed from the previons day.

MR. SHEARN (Maylands) [2.40]: I pro-
pose to follow the gzood example set by the
Minister for Health himself yesterday, when
introducing this Bill; inasmuch as I am not
anxious to presune, as a layman, to deal with
the many aspects involved from a profes-
sional medical point of view. However, 1
would like to say at the outset that I com-
mend the Ministey, and the Government too,
for baving introduced the measure. Mem-
hers will recollect the faet that not only has
there been for some considerable time much
public controversy over this important sub-
jeet, but indeed during the vecent Address-
in-reply debate numerous members of this
Chamber addressed themsclves to the ques-
tion. As the Minister pointed out when in-
troducing the Bill, while there has been since
the amendment Aet of 1915 was passed a
considerable reduetion in the incidence of
the various venereal diseases, unfortunately,
in connection with the war, as seems in-
separable from wors, there has been a shayp
inerease in that incidence,

1547

Of course those who go about the city irr
particular have just seen what has happened,
especially in relation to the Services, We
find that there has been a kind of reactiom
to the glamour associated with the activities
of the various Forces; and we have also
noticed from particulars pablished, apart
from what the Minister conveved to us—the
actual fignre of cases reported was 815—
the tremendous scourge this has ~been im
relation to our community. The Common-
wealth Government, of course, has seen fit
te introduce a National Security Regulation
to deal with the problem; and this in itself
is sulfieient to show the importance of the
subject and the zeriousness of the pogition.
I feel sure the Bili will receive the whole-
hearted support of the House, and also, 1
trust, of another place.

As the Minister indicaled, the measure
proposes to eonfer tremendous powers npon
the Commissioner of Public Health, One
may rightly sav that the powers are drastie,
such powers as under any other cir-
eumsiances the House wounld he very
vhary abont granting, But, after: all,
this is a matter whieh requires drastie
handling not only in the interests of the
present  generation but also in those of
future generations. T have a feeling—and
T hope the Minister’s ideas envisage this
aspect also—that the matter should go fur-
ther than the powers now to be bestowed
on the Public Health Department and the
Commissioner in partiealar. T would like
to see & more eduwcational attitude adopted.
I realise that the Publie Health Departmetit
and the Minister himself have been inter-
esled 1o see that a certain amount of propa-
ganda—if I may vse that term-—is directed,
and properly directed, to draw attention to
this important social question. Now, as was
the case in the past, there arve those who
feel that this matter should he treated in a
more or less semi-confidential way, without
undue publicity heing given to the incidence
of the diseases.

Mr. Warner: Moek modesty!

My. SHEARN: “Mock modesty” an hom.
member interjects. I feel that this is a sub-
jeet which might well be taken up by menns
of the mtroduction inte the school eurri-
culum of a comrse of instruction under the
supervision of a properly ualified person in
relation to these partienlar matters, so that
the children may not in subsequent life fall
vietims to the scourge as it has been in evid-
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ence, both_in. this State and elsewhere dur-
‘ing the laat theee or fours years in pai-

cular. 1 uould llke to see the Government
mvestlgate the practleahlht) —TY use the word

prmtu.ab_llltl advisedly—of the estab-
lishment of homes—I do not like the word

mst:tutmus",—uhme members of either sex
whe are aeuoubl\’ aflected may he properly
housed and treated and, in cases where the
neeessity exists, given a better opportnnity
of rehabilitating themselves in society. As
this matter has been discussed at such length
and is so well known te members, [ eannot
do better than follow the excellent example
of the Minister and confine myself to the
major points of importanee.

With regard to the second portien of the
Bill, that relating to infections diseases, all
I can say is that there will be a happy situ-
ation now as a result of the compromise he-
tween the Health Depariment, the Perth
Hospital Board and the loeal authorities.
For vears past I krow this bas been a vexed
question so far as the metropolitan local
government bodies ate concerned. It has
been the cause of much contention and con-
siderable discussion. After all, the Bill will
make for more harmonious relationships be-
tween the Perth Hospital Board and the
various authorities affected. Whilst I can-
not presume lo know all the details, from
Inguiries which [ have made over the last
few years I learn that we are fortunate now
in having secured this compromise. 1 am
convineed that the loeal authorities wonld
find it diffienlt to maintain the serviees eco-
nomically today nnder the old arrangement,
and am  thevefore glad that a rever-
sion to the two-thirds basis, as against the
30 per eent., of the amounts collected is now
envisaged by this Bill. T have much pleas-
wre in supporting the seeond reading.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan): T also take the
opporionity of commending the Minister
upun infrodncing this Bill, What is needed,
1 am sure, is the adoption of a gospel of

knowledge.  Thronghout the ages venercal
diseases have heen the  subjeet  of  false
modesty. That is an  attifude extremely
bad from the national standpoint and it
should be alteved as guickly as  possible.

‘Since 1914, and hefore, the Ministry of
Health in the Old Countiry has spared no
effort to make known the importance of
prevention of this disease; persons affecied
with it have heen urged to obfain prompt
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treatment. There were no half-measures jn
this publicity. Wherever men were wont
to congregate, notices were to be seen and
they helped to dispel the ignorance on this
subject. The disease has always been con-
siclered as ome that should be treated
seceretly. That is wrong. It is easily under-
standable that persons will not go about
making a boast of the fact that they are
suffering from such a  disease; hut it is
nevertheless exceedingly important that a
remedy should be found at the earliest pos-
sible moment. Syphilis has persisted down
the centuries. One has only to turn up
Holy Writ and one will read of its being
especially referred to.

Mr. J. Hegney: Are
Sodom and Gomorrah?

Mr. SAMPSON: Not at the moment,
That is an unnatural offence to which I did
not think of referring. Nevertheless, there
is justifieation for reference to it.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

My, SAMPSON: I was veferring to
syphilis. This disease persists unto the
third and fourth generation. 1t is remark-
able that it may remain dormant in human
heings for a couple of generations and then
revive. That has not heen suceessfully re-
futed yet and cousequently we may accept
it as being lrue. I do not know that I
can add much more; the Minister is to be
congratnlated upon having taken hold of
this matter and T hope he will deal with
it effectively. Fvery good must follow
vigorous and thorough treatment. That
these discases are as prevalent as they are
today is disgraceful from ihe standpoint of
present-day medical seience.

Mr. Trial: You do nof blaume the medical
profession for it?

Me. SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Swan will address the Chair and not
heed interjections.

Mr. SAMPSON: T have an  idea that
what the hon. member said is of great im-
portance, T hope he will amplify his re-
marks later.

Mr, Warner: He said that you could not
blame the medical fraternity for it.

Mr. SAMPSON: Well, who is to blame?
We could hame the Minister. It is com-
mon praetiee to  blame Ministers for every
evil that exists. Here we have an oppor-
tunity to do good work in order to prevent
the recurrence and spread of these diseases.
With regard to the inierjeetion by the mem-

vou referring to
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ber for Middle Swan, that subject also is
not frequently mentioned, although wnfor-
tunately it i5 far more prevaient than some
peopte imagine, How it is to be treated I
do not khow. T guestion whether even the
Minister, with all the ability and knowledge
which bis department may bring to bear,
will be able to deal with it

Mr. Warner: A surgical operation wonld
do.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: 1 would like to hear the
hon. member speak on that subjeet. It is
a matter worthy of serious consideration. I
heartily support the Bill. In my opinion,
we have a great opportunitiy now effectively
to deal with venereal diseases. We want
thoroughness, and the first reguirement is
knowledge. If knowledge is available then
we shall have made a big step forward to-
ward the prevention of these dizeases.

MR. CROSS (Canning) : I could not pos-
sibly let this oecasion pass without com-
menting wpon the Bill. While a great por-
tion of it is overdue and I welcome if, there
is one provision to which I ecannot possibly
agree. The astounding feature of it is that
the Minister entirely overlooked it when in-
troducing the measure. The Bill provides
that no chemist shall sell any derivative of
the sulphanilamide group of drugs, except
on the prescription of a medical practitioner.
I wonld not he surprised if the BM.A. were
responsible for this provision.

The Minister for Health: That is the re-
gulation now and has heen for many months.

Mr. CROSS: I do not care whether it is
or not. One has not nineh tronble in buying
the drug. Sulphanilamide is one of the
grealest discoveries of medical science in the
last 30 or 40 yeavs.

Mr. Thorn interjected.

Mr, CROSS: The hon. member knows
it, becanse he has been treated with it,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

My, Thorn: The member for Canning has
now cornered the market.

Mr. CROSS: A drug which has bheen
proved almost to spell the end of the com-
mon cold and influenza, which has reduced
the death rate from meningitis from 50 per
cent. to five per gent.,, and which has taken
people suffering from pneumonia almost out
of the grave, should he available fo the pub-
lic. That is the reason why at the out-
break of hostilities the military authorities
immediately froze all supplies of the drug.
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Now, if a person requires the drug he must
go to a doctor and pay bim 10s. 6d. in order-
to get a preseription to obtain it. The ex-
cuse is that possibly the drug is a dangerons:
one; but chemists can give instructions (o
persons taking tablets for a minor com-
plaint quite as well as ean a doector. Tt
is practically ecommon knowledge teday that
a person taking a 693 m.b. tablet, which is
almost pure sulphanilamide, mnst not take
aypirin within four or five hours and must
not eat eggs or onions or any food contain-
ing sulphur in any form. After the 191418
war, it became the pracliee for people to
take aspirin and aspro, and I believe that
is the reason why now fhe medieal profes-
sion js taking carly steps lo prevent peojple
from obtaining sulphanilamide. T shall op-
pose this provision, becanse I think it against
the best interests of the public. Other mem-
hers, as well as myself, have had experience
of solphanilimide.

My, North: De you say it cuves colds?

Mr. CROSS: Yes. This is the only drag
that will kil]l streptococciec germs. It is one
of the greatest discovertes of the last 5@
vears. 1f members had watched the papers
they would have seen that even since the
war began further properties have heen dis-
covered in the snlphanilamides and their de-
rivatives. The doctors have discovered that
a wound will heal in aboul a quarter the
uspal time by sprinkling sulphanilamide in
the internal portions of it and then sewing
it up. Not only that but it is a. perfect dis-
infeetant. I want to hear what the Afinis-
tex has to say to justify the inelusion of
this elanse. For a while doctors were afraid
to use the drug because not much was known
about it, hut now it has come into fairly
common muse. The people know ahout the
drug and arve using it

Mr. J. Hegney: Where was it first dis-
covered }

Mr. CROSS: In Ameriea.

AMr. J. Hemney: 1 thought it was in Ger-
many,

Mr. CROSS: No, in Ameriea. I shalf
oppose the inclusion of those words which
compel a person to pay 10s. 6d. to a doe-
tor before he can get one or two tablets
of this dreg from the chenmiist to eure a
eommon complaint,

Question put and passed.

Bill vead a socond time,
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In Committee,

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Health in charge of the Bill,

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2— Amendment of* Section 269:

AMr. CROSS: I move an amendment—

That proposed new Subsection {3) be struck
out :

Mr. PATRICK: 1 was looking at these
words from a different angle. I was under
the impression that [ had read of regu-
lations under the National Security Act,
published some time ago in the Press, deal-
ing with this and other drugs in exactly
the same way as is indicated in the Bill
"The regulations were to the effect that this
drug could not be purchased without a doe-
tor's. certificate, and further that the doe-
tor’s prescription had to be renewed every
fortnight,

Mr. SAMPSON: This amendment is
worthy of serious consideration. If as the
member for Greenough has stated it is im-
possible to aveid this provision, then noth-
ing further need be said on the subject.
Unless there is Commonwealth legislation
which makes cssential a doctor’s preserip-
tion, it should be possible to enable the pur-
chase of the required drug or drugs with-
out having to go to the expense referved to
Ly the member for Canning. Perbaps the
Minister eould advise whether it is today
practicable to purchase this drug. 1f so,
this clause should be amended.

Mr. THORN: [ do not pretend to have
the knowledge regarding these drugs that
the member for Canning has. He was quite
yight when he stated that I have used a
fair amount of it. I will give my experi-
ene. 1 probably did not use it for the
same purposc as did the bon. member. If
this drug is not coutrolled there probably
will not be any left for those who really
need it, as in cases of pneumonia and men-
ingitis. It is so popular that if it is not
proteeted the market will be left bare. 1t
is a dangerous drug and requires control.
When I lost the use of one of my little fin-
gers I was given four of these tablets every
threc hours, and it was not a nice experi-
ence. One cannot stand up fo them; one
has to lie down.

Mr. Cross: You rannot take move than
mine at a time,

Mr. THORN: [ know their effect in the
<ase of blood-poisoning. It is very severe.
If the drug is taken without being con-
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trolted it might inducc fatal effeets. This
is & valuable drug and should be looked
after at a time like this. The clause should
remain in the Bill.

Mr. CROSS: It was controlled in the
first place hecause of fts scareity. The
military authorities seized the lot of it
throughout the Commonwealth and for a
few weeks none was available for civilians.
The drag is now mannfactured in Sydney
and there are ample supplies for everyone.
I have discussed this drug with medical men
and they have not experienced any dan-
gerous consequences from its use because
when a doctor gives a prescription he does
not order a large quantity at a time. As
members know a chemist has almost the
same cducation as a doctor and could pre-
scribe it in the same way. The doctors will
not give more than a maximum of six tab-
lets at a time. If one goes to a chemist he
will probably he told not to eat four things.

My, Thorn: There must be a danger from
eating those things.

Mrv. CROSS: It is because this drug is
a sulpbide and, if taken with anything con-
taining sulphur, such as eggs or ouions, it in-
duces a chemical effect, Even that con-
dition is only applicable to a small per-
centage of people. T was told that by a
doctor. Tt might be all right if the chemists
kept a record because they have plenty of
commonsense. If people have to go to
medical practitioners for this drug they
might as well go to them to purchase as-
pirin, beecause it is just as dangerous if
taken in exeessive quantities.

Mr. Patrick: Are echemists
Treely now?

Mr. CROSS: Not freely, but some do sell
it.

Mr. Patvick: Then they are breaking the
law.

Mr. CROSS: I did not know there was
a National Security Regulation covering the
matter. Those regulations arve churned out
about two a day.

Mr. Patrick: The peopie affected, like the
chemists, know about them.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—Amendment of Section 279

Mr. NEEDHAM: T rcalise the import-
ance of this Bill and the necessity for con-
trolling this disease, and if possible, era-
dieating it. T am somewbat concerned about
the proposed new paragraph (b). T appre-

selling it
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ciate that some place must be provided
where victims of the disease may be treated,
but is there no place other than a gaol hos-
pital? The stigma of gaol should not be
attached to this trouble. Admittedly there
may be difficulty in providing a suitable
place, I understand that patients are at
present sent to the Perth Hospital. Why
not send them there rather than to a gaol
hospital? Is there any need to inelude the
word “gaol” in this provision? It does not
appear in the Act.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There
is a very good reason for including the word.
If sufferers are a menace to society and
should be detained, there must be means of
detaining them for treatment. A few days
ago two girls of about 18 cleared out of
the Perth Hospital ward, were brought back,
and cleared out again. When they appeared
in the Children’s Court, the magistrate said
there was no option to sending them to gaol.
Some place has to be provided. I do not
believe in all this sentimental “tosh.” If a
person is a menace to society, his duty is to
stay in the place where he can receive medi-
eal attention. If he will not stay there, he
must be removed to a place where he can
be held. No person will be sent to the gaol
ward if he is prepaved to undergo treatment
in the hospital or any other place that might
be provided. We are negotiating at pre-
sent for a very sunitable place. We want
to treat these people as human beings bhut,
if they are not prepared to be so treated,
we must deal with them in a harsher way.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Do I understand that
only extreme or incorrigible eases will be
sent to the gaol hospital? If the Minister
gives an assurance to that effect I shall be
satisfied.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
Act provides that the Gommissioner of Pub-
lic Health may compel a person to be
treated, but cannot send him to a gaol hos-
pital. This power is necessary to ensure
treatment in refractory cases.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 4 to 8, Title—agreed to.

Bil! reported withont amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Counecil.

1551

BILL—FIRE BRIGADES.
Message,
Message from the Lient.-Governor re-
ceived and read recommending appropria-—
tion for the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.
Dehate resumed from the previous day-

MR. CROSS (Canning) [3.231: With the
Minister, ¥ agree that this consolidation of
the 1916 Act and its amendments is long
overdue. In Great Britain, not only has
the administration been brought up to date
reaently, but sweeping progress has also
been made, and legislation in the Easterm
States has been brought up to date, Since
1916, drastic changes have oceurred in the
methods of fire protection and much experi-
ence has been gained, but no{ even yel do
the authorities regard the fire brigades as
a eommon utility, such as the police force
and the Water Supply Department.

At present the greater metropolitan areaw
is divided into ten fire districts. Fifteem
years ago I attempted to get the Aet
nmended so as to constitute the whole of
the greater metropolitan area a single fire
distriet. At that time some membhers of the
board considered 1 was mad but, with the
experience gained in the infervening years,
the board is now unanimously in favour of a
single fire district for the whole of that
aren, The reason for this is not hard to
find. TUnder the Act, each fire district is
responsible for the provision and mainten-
ance of a fire brigade. One district might
have a station with up-to-date machines and
equipment and well-trained men, and a near-
by district might not bother to provide these
facilities. Under the Act it is not possible
for the district with full fire protection to
compel the other district to share the cost
of providing and maintaining the statiom.

Until & few years agoe we had the spee-
tacle of some municipalities and road dis-
triets in close proximity to the ecity having
machines and men and paying a high fire
rate, while adjoining distriets paid a low
rate, some of them as little as £20 a year,
towards the eost of fire protection. This
caused much discontent. Again, one dis-
trict might establish a station near its
boundary and an adjoining distriet might
establish its station ¢lose by, This, of
course, would be ridiculous. The common-
sense method is to provide for systematic
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protection throughout the greater metro-
politan area so that stations would be lo-
zated a reasonable distance apart.

When the pareat Aet was passed, trans-
port was not as fast and roads were not as
wood as at present, and it was necessary to
have stations closer together, but with the
'march of progress and events, it is only
icommonsense fo plan a chain of stations at a
-considerably preater distance from each
sother than was requisite a few years ago.
With the roads and equipment then avail-
able, it might have taken 20 or 30 minutes
to reach a fire, but I do not think there is
at present a station in the metropolitan
area that could not reach the scene of a fire
in 10 or 15 minutes and, as will be obvious
to members, the first five minutes of a fire
i3 the most important part. Thus the pro-
viston for a single fire distriet covering the
whole of the greater metropolitan arca is
essential, and I doubt whether anybody will
dispute the inercased efficiency that will he
attained.

In my opinion, the Minister has not gone
far enough with this Bill. I do not know
“how many fire distriets there weve in Great
Britain in former years, but every town had
‘its own system of fire protection and there
was neither cohesion nor co-operation be-
‘tween them; in fact, there was a general
mix-up. When the war broke out, the need
‘for greater efficiency was recognised, and

‘the British Government noi only created
e single fire distriet but also took
wuer ithe whole duty of fire protec-

‘fion, -which is now regarded as one
of fthe wmdilities and ranks second only
in Importance lo the Fighting Forces.
Tt has become more up-to-date. I commend
the Minister for bringing down the Bill.
One of its most important provisions is
that whieh brings to us up-to-date and com-
monsense methods. In the greater metro-
politan area there is ne need for more than
10 or twelve stations. I remember that in
‘South Perth only two or three years ago
‘we had a fire station and a machine, and
one wan to Took after it. He was little more
‘than a telephone attendant. If he went to
4 fire single-handed lie could not manage
‘the machine and the hose, and attend to the
fire properly.

Not less than four men are reqguived to
wontrol a machine and the hose and to con-
duct fire operations efficiently. The Fire
Brigades Board and the loeal authority
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discussed the matter, with the result
that there are now three men on duty
at South Perth. That provides just
a sufficient number of people to attend
properly te the job., I hope members
will realise that this is a step in the
right diveetion. I also consider that the
whole of the passenger traffic should be
controlled by one body. I would include
in that all huses, trains and transport facili-
ties for passengers. They should all be
brought under one control just as fire pro-
tection should he brought under one control.
There should be not only single district but
single control. The parent Aet provided that
if there was a fire in a district no machine
eould he sent outside of its own district to
assist in stamping it out. That method has
now heen altered. I played some part in
bringing about that change, although I was
not then a member of Parliament. Mem-
bers can see how foolish it was to adoept
such a praetice, If there was a big fire in
Fremantle it was not possible to send a
machine from Claremont to assist in put-
ting it out,

In practice, for the last nine or ten vears,
the whole system has been c¢hanged. When
a fire breaks out it is possible to send
machines from one disiriet to another.
That 13 how things should be now under a
single fire district. The greatest benefit to
be derived from a single fire district is that
if a big fire occurs in Perth all machines in
the greater metropolitan area ean be brought
to it quickly, and the fire controlled. There
is one direction in which the Minister has
not gone far enongh. He should have made
fire insuranee compulsory. I am amazed
that the Minister did not consider doing that.
Let me instance Hay-street or Murray-street.
In the case of the latter street if Boans
Ltd., decided not to insure the shop, it
need not do so and no one could make it do
zo. If, therefore, a big fire occurred in that
establishment aud the fire brigade was
called upon to put out the conflagration, as
it would be, the company need not pay any-
thing towards the necessary expenditure ex-
cept for the time during which the firemen
were present at the fre,

The Minister for the North-West: What
extra amount should the eompany pay?

Mr. CROSS: It is an expensive pastime
to maintain a fire brigade in a city of the
size of Perth, expensive not only to maintain
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it but to provide it in the first place. The
brigade has fo be kept'in a state of efficiency
for 24 honrs a day en 365 days in the year.
Everyone in the community should pay his
fair share for fire protection. In the ve-
port of the Fire Brigades Board for the year
ended the 30th September, 1940—the last
report as vet 10 hand—reference is made to
insurance. It point out that the fire brigades
attended different kinds of fires to the num-
ber of 1,248, and that of 448 fires (pro-
hably buildings) there was no insurance in
conneetion with 58 of them. This means
that 58 owners or ocenpiers of buildings—
a high pereentage—did not insuve their pro-
perty, and thus avoided paying their full
share towards the upkeep of the brigades.
In the greater metropolitan area probably
thonsands of people do not insure their
properties. Tf everyone had fo meet his
share of the cost it would be better for all
coneerned. Those people who fail to in-
sure might have a fire in the city bloek, and
not only endanger their own property but
that which belongs to the people next door.
It is only fair they shouwld be compelied to
pay their share of the insurance rates per
medium of premiums,

My. Patrick : They might impoverish them-
selves if they do not insure.

AMr. CROSS: That may be sa. Whilst
they are taking the risk themselves they
are equally endangering the property of
their neighbours, Another of the pro-
visions of the Bill sets uwp a faiver
method of paying for the upkeep of
brigades by the loeal authority. In the old
days, when there were 10 different districts
in the metropolitan area, almost every auth-
ority paid a diffevent rate. Perhaps Mid-
land Junetion had to pay a rate of 3d. in
the pound, whereas in the City of Perth for
years the rate was about 1%4d. The fire
rate for my place iz less than 58 a year,

which is not a great sum and eannot be.

cavilled at. The fire insurance on my place
comes to 16s. 9d. so that, with the 5s. to
which I have referred, the total amount is
just over a guinea, and constitutes a ven-
sonable charge.

In some disiricts in the old days, heeanse
machines were maintained in one part of
the metropolitan area another part got the
benefit of them without making proper pay-
ments, whereas other areas paid only a very
low rate. The result was that some dis-
tricts paid more than they should and others
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paid less. The new proposal is a fair one.
Gvery distriet” in the greater, metropolitan
aren will be asked to pay its fair share ac-
cording to its geographieal position. The
Bil) will also give the Fire Brigades Board
power to fight fives on ships and to ¢harge
for the work done. I understand that in the
past whilst fires on ships were dealt with
the fire brigades had no power to make any
charge. ‘That was unfair. The Bill will also
give the board power to impese a fire rate
on people who do not insure in this State.
Mining eompanies and others, I understand,
have dedged the payment of five rates he-
cause they have insured in London and not
in Western Australiz, notwithstanding that
the properties have reveived protection from
the fire brigades. The Minister has gone a
step forward in that respect.

My, Doney: Hoew has he got over thaf
difficulty?

AMr, CROSS: He proposes to give the
VFive Brigades Board power to levy a charge
for the services rendered. The Minister also
proposes to give the hoard the right to orderx
that fire hydrants shall be installed. In the
past many local authorities whe have no
responsibility for putting out fires, and per-
haps do not care whether they are put out
or not, have created difliculties in this re-
spect. If the board said that 10 hydrants
were necessary in a locality and that each
wounld cost £10, the local authority might
say, “We decline to instal any hydrants”
It will be found from the reports issued by
the board that many municipalities or logal
authorities bad not a foll sense of respon-
sibility towards their ratepayers. They
shonld have seen the necessity for the in-
stallation of more hydrvants. The report of
the board that many municipalities or loeal
Department has continued to make large
additions to the retienlation, bnt that owing
to the unsatisfactory method of obtaining
hydrants on the mains many mains were laid
down without hydrants being placed therein,
The Fire Brigades Board is a well-organised
body, and has long since vealigsed that when
a distriet is built np and water mains are
laid down, that is the time to put in eurves
zo that provision ean he made for the in-
stallation of hydrants later on. An inspee-
tion of the district is made and experts give
adviee to the local aunthorities, which in the
past have been requested to put in a certain
number of hydrants. '
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The report of the board discloses that
requests are made to the local aunthorities
for the ingtallation of hydrants as new
mains are laid down, but that out of 290
hydrants that were recommended, only 72
were supplied. That is a ridiculous state
of affairs. It is impossible to put out a
fire unless water can be drawn from the
main. That is a most important thing. I
am pleased that the Minister proposes to
give authority to the board not that it
should ask a local authority to instal hy-
dlrants in the interests of the safety and
proteetion of the public, but to compel it
to do so. I do not think anyone ean grumble
at that. I have discussed this matter with
some of the members of the South Perih
Road Board. They were growling about the
number of hydrants they had to put in and
the cost thereof. I took one of the members
along a street a mile and a quarter in length
and asked him how many hydrants should
be in. I knew the number, because I had
‘found out previously what it was. The road
board member said he thought that about
a dozen ought to be put in, but I informed
him that there was actually only one in the
street. I then pointed out what would hap-
pen if a house at one end caught fire, and
it became necessary to lay a mile and a
quarter of hose in order to extinguish the
«wonflagration. He said that would be ridi-
wulous. I am certain that this demonstration
altered his attitude in respeet to the putting
in of hydrants. These are a necessary ad-
junet to any fire brigade. Unpless firemen
«an make econtact with the river it is ab-
solutely essential that hydrants shall be put
in at key positions.

1 am pleased that the Minister proposes
to give the board power to compel local
authorities to put in hydrants at those places
where it deems them to be necessary.
Provision is made in the Bill for the insur-
ance companies to pay according to their
«ollections in each distriet. In the past the
jnsurance companies used to pay according
4o the revenue from the whole State. The
iposition was somcthing like this: Take a
-place like Narrogin, in which everybody, let
ms assume, was insured and paid his pre-
mium. The right share of the premiums
wollected would go back into the fire distriet
to ‘maintain the brigade. In another place,
say Wagin, three-fourths of the people
might not bother to insure. Under the old
system all the money was pooled and the
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amount given to the central authority for
distribution over the whole State. Now the
insurance companies will contribute aceord-
ing to the proportion of revenue received
from each district. That amount will be
paid to each separate district or to the fire
brigade for expenditure in that particular
district. A further provision in the Bill is
to empower the board to inguire into the
cause of fires.

Two crimes, the inecidence of which is
deercasing faster than that of any other
crimes, are those of coining and arson.
Nevertheless, such erimes still ocenr. Not
many years ago there was a fire in a block
a few yards from the Perth Town Hall
All the firemen and everybody concerned
knew that it was what was termed “a job.”
When they reached the place there were two
fires in adjacent properties, but although it
was known that it was a “job” there was no
power to make proper inquirics. The Bill
gives that authority. That is a fair pro-
position. I remember there was a fire in
Victoria Park not far from my place. It
oceurred in a shop in which there was a
aumber of empty boxes. The man put in a
claim to the insurance company, but he was
not paid. The company ascertained that
the man had heen associated with a fire
under similar ecireumstances jin anpther
town and consequently deelined to pay. No
inquiry, however, was made. I had my own
opinion about the oceurrence, though I do
not know that it matters much now since the
man is dead. I think the fire brigade had
its suspicions too, but there was no power
to conduet an inquiry. The man’s place
was burnt down and there was a danger of
two or three more houses heing demolished.
People lost fences and had their property
damaged and there should have been an
inquiry. If the man had been proved guilty
he should have heen bronght to hook.

Mr. Doney: You are not satisfied that the
present means of assessing responsibility for
fires are good enough?

Mr. CROSS: I am not.

Mr. Doney: On what ground?

Mr, CROSS: On the ground I have indi-
cated that it is only commonsense that the
fire brigade should have power to make
inquiries when the cireumstances are sus-
picious.

Mr. Doney: That is not stating a reason.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member should
address the Chair.
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Mr., Poney: The police have certain
powers in that regard.

Mr: CROSS: I suppose they have. There
is another provision in the Bill to increase
the personmel of the board from 9 to 10.
I do not objest to that. If I moved an
amendment along  certain lines that I
have in mind I daresay I should receive
opposition from the other side of the
House. 1t might be said that to increase
the membership of the hoard to ten—and
I propose to move an amendment increas-
ing it to 11l—would tend to make the board
too cumhbersone. If the proper course were
taken, there would be only one representa-
tive of the metropolitan area and one for
the whole of the country areas on the Fire
Brigades Board. I would have three repre-
sentatives from the insurance companies,
one from the Volunteers’ Association, and
one from the employees.

Mr. Illughes: Why give control to the
capitalistic insuranee companies?

My, CHOBS: They pay nearly all the
money.

Mr. Hughes: Not if they can help it!

Mr. CROSS: They have not full eontrol
of the hoard. As a matter of fact, even
under the proposals of this Bill the insur-
ance companies will have only three repre-
sentatives un a bDonrd of ten. I do not
think that is too great a vepresentation in
view of the fact that they pay five-ninths
of the money. 1 do not believe in people
paying nioney into a concern without hav-
ing reasonable Tepresentation on it.

Afr. Hughes: They pet it off the people;
they do not pay.

Mr. CROSS: So does everybody else who
pays.

Mr. Huoghes: You are becoming ulira-
eapitalistic.

Mr. CROSS: The loeal authorifies get
their money Erom the people too. As a
matter of fact, the local authorities have too
much representation. I do not propose to
move for any change in that regard, be-
cause I believe that members epposite would
raise strennous opposition if it was sug-
gested that the representation should be re-
duced from two to one and I think Fre-
mantle members would growl. They would
think, and rightly so, that if we reduced their
representation to one—

Mr. Hughes: Why do you want to worry
about them? You are a metropolitan mem-
ber.
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Mr. CROSS: I am not bothering about
them. [ am only suggesting that if repré-
scntation was in accordance ‘with the im-
portanee of the bodies represented, two re-
presentatives of local govérning authoritiés
would be sufficient, I prepose to move an
amendment. for ‘the- inelusion of an ewm-
ployecs’ representative. I would point out
that duribg the last 15 or 16 years quite a
number of amendments liave been suggested
by the union. For instance, 15 years ago
we submitted substantial recommendations
for a single fire district. We also suggested,
with a good deal of commonsense—and it was
admitted by the board—that the board should
have the right to compel the local auth-
orities te put in fire hydrants where they
were requirved in the interests of the public
safety. We have made several other sug-
gestions at different times. In Syduey the
workers have a representative on the board
and that provision works satisfactorily, I
have heard no eomplaints rabout it. I
thought that the Meclbonrne board had a

workers’ representative. I knew that
the latc Mr. Matt Murphy, the mem-
ber for Melbourne ports, was on the

hoard for a while and he was a member of
the union. However, I found that he was
not actually the representative of the union
on the board, but represented some other
interests in Melbourne. 1 propose to move
that the board include an employees’ repre-
sentative and hope the idea will he sup-
ported. Ten years apo when this measure
was beforc another place it was suggested
that if the fremen were allowed to have z
representative on the board I would be
runtning the board. The members of an.
other place gave me an enormous amount of
credit. For a start, I would not have been
on the board. Someone who knew more
ahout the practical side of fire-fighting than
1 do would have been appointed.

Mr. Doney: Surcly there could be no-
body in that position!

Mr. CROSS: Oh, yes! T shall move that
amendment and hope it will be carried. In
a board of ¢en, if it came to an equally
divided vote the chairman would be given
two votes. If five were in favour of a pro-
posal and five were opposed to if, in order
to get a decision the chairman would hgve
to he given an extra vote.

Mr. Doney: If one of the members were
ahsent, the same position would arise.
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AMr. CROSS: I suppose it would. I have
another amendment to put on the notice
paper. The Minister proposes to inerense
the amount which can be paid to members
of the board from £250 to £550, When
the amount was fixed in the pavent Aet, the
rate of wages was about 9/ or 10/ a day.
The Minister =aid vesterday that the mem-
bers of the board attend about 9 or 10
meetings a year. They attend niore tlian
that, nnd thev do n lot more work than 1s
done at the meetingz. In the report tor
the year ended September, 1040, it is stated
that Mr, J, R. Campbell, the Chairman, at-
tended 23 meetings, Mr. Curlewis 25, and
Councillor W. R. Read 25. 1 believe that
if a job is te be done properly it should
bhe paid for. Some representatives travel
from Kalgoorlie and it would be entirely
wrong- for them not to be adequately re-
munerated.

Mr. Doney: Ave they quite willing to do
the work in an honorary eapacity?

My, CROSS: I eannot tell the hon. mem-
ber. T have never discussed this matter
with the hoard but I have previously voiced
my opinion on the subject. I think the re-
turn snggested is quite fair for the work
done in addition to attendance at meetings.
If they do their job properly, they have
to make inspections all over the country. I
remember that on one oecasion I was at
Busselton and saw members of the hoard
rushing abount and making inspections. They
have to go all over the State. Every now
and again—and it i3 necessary at the pre-
sent time—the hoard should send a couple
of its members to have a look at some of the

Eastern States fire brigades. Recently
I inspeeted the fire brigades in every
State of Australin. T think I offended

some members of the Western Australian
board when I said that fire precautions under
war conditions in this State were well be-
hind those prevailing in the BEastorn States.
They could not really contradict what I
said, because they had not seen the von-
ditions over theve. If thero ix a burst water
main in Sydney or Melbhourne preparations
have heen made (o meet the emergency, but
so far as T kuow no such preparations have
been made in Perth, In Adelaide, Mel-
hourne and Sydney several extra posts and
men are available and there is a stafl’ at
hand for 24 hours a day. There ave very
cfficient provisions in the event of an enemy
attack. Conditions there are more up fio
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date than those prevailing in Western Auns-
tralia, and I econsider that the hoard should
send two members or one member and the
Chief Officer to have a look around in the
uther States. It is by no means certain
that we shall not be attacked in Western
Australia. I notiee thaet the Commonwealth
Government has taken steps to strengthen
the General Post Office because it thinks
there is a possibility of danger. I maintain
ihat we have not in Western Australia all
the protection we ought to enjoy. In Bris-
bane, for instanee, the authorities had re-
gard to pessibilities long ago, and they in-
ereased the staff of 100 men by another
160. Of course I know something has been
done here and I know that extra machines
have DLeen obtained together with trailexr-
pumps and so on. I know what we have got
and what we are likely to receive.

The Minister for Mines: Do you? I wonld
like to know what we are likely to receive.

Mr, CROSS: In several respeets I believe
Western Australia is not as up to date as
other States, and I am convinced that it
would be rendering a service to the State if
one member of the hoard and the Chief
Officer were sent East to inspeet fire brig-
ade arrangements there, If we require a
job to be dome well, we must pay for i.
When we consider that the Fire Brigades
Board controls an expenditure rubning uyp
to £70,000 a year and administers a most
effective, capable and well-organised service,
no one will suggest that if the members ve-
ceive an aggregate of £1,000 distributed
among them in return for the work they do,
they will be over-paid. At any rate at the
appropriate time I shall move to increase the
amount of the allowance from £550 to
£1,000. It has nothing to do with me per-
sonally; I shall not be a member of the
hoard, beeanse I do not want to oceupy such
a position, .

The Minister for Mines: Is that the only
reason why you will not be a member of
the Firve Brigades Board?

Mr. CROSS: The Government is to he
commended for introducing the legislation,
but nevertheless T intend to move the amend-
ment I have indicated. As for the increase
in the allowance to £1,000, memhers should
realise that Mr. Smith, the ¢hairman of the
Fire Brigades Board in Sydney, receives
£750 a year and the other members of the
board £150 each. Moveover, it should be re-
alised that the Sydney Fire Brigade is a
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metropolitan coneern whereas the Fire Brig-
ades. Board here controls fire-fighting mat-
ters throughout the State.

Mr. Patriek: But Sydney has s much
larger population.

Mr. CROSS: That is so, but members of

the board lere would not get 3d.
per hour out of what they reeceive
by way of an ailowance, if we take
into econsideration all that they do.

Their time is not taken up solely with at-
tending meetings, hot they have fo carry
out inspeetions and tvavel about the State
as well. The Act was introduced in 1916
and obviously is now out of date. In those
early days the fire brigade herc was quite
a small body, bat now it has become one
of the greatest utility services in the metro-
politan area and ceriainiy one of the most
efficient.

On motien by Hon. X. Keenan, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT.
Secoud Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES [43] in
moving the second reading said: The Title
to the Bill may be ealenlated to lead mem-
bers to think that it is quite Eormidable,

Mr, Hughes: I rather suspect that it s
dangerous.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As a
matfer of fact, it is a simple measure. It will
affect some hon. members who are at present
serving with the Fighting Forces, and oh-
viously may affect others who enlist in the
future. Some members have already joined
the Fighting Forces and there may be
others who will follow suit or may engage
upon certain war work for whiech they will
Bbe paid. In consequence of that, the fear
has been expressed that members who have
engaged upon war work may have endan-
gered their seats in Parlinment. The Com-
monwealth Government promulgated a regu-
lation under the National Security Act
purporting—I use the word advisedly—to
afford protection to members of State Par-
liaments who join the Fighting Forces, or
recetve pensions arising out of their ser-
vices with the Forees or aceept positions in
conneetion with the war effort.

Some doubt has avisen as to whether the
particalar regulation I refer to is in order
and, from the constitutional aspect, the Gov.
arnment considers it wise to put the mat-
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ter beyond all doubt by the tntroduction of
the Bill now hefore members. I feel sure
the member for Nedlands will agree that
it is better to attain that end by means of
State legislation than to vest content with
the applicaion of National Security Regu.
Intions. The Bill provides that notwith-
standing the disqualifications set out in the
appropriate sections of the Constitution, a
member of Parliament shall not lose his seat,
his clection shall not be invalidated, nor
shall he be disqualified from taking his
seat tn Parliament or be subject to a penalty
if he joins the Defence Forees. It also
applies to those who may reeeive pensions
arising out of their servies or who accept
positions from the Commonwealth or State,
which are e¢reated under the National Se-
curity Regulations and which the Minister
of State for Defence may certify are con-
nected with the defence of the Common-
wealth ov the efficient prosecution of the
war.

My, Patrick: Would that cover members
who are appointed to war organisation com-
mittees?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, I
think so. The member for Brownhill-Ivan-
hoe 13, I understand, doing essential and im-
portant war work, and I think he would
be covered.

Mr. Doney: Is it plain that he would be
covered, or do you merely assume that9

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He
would he plainly covered because of the in-
¢lusion of the words—

whicl the Minister of State for Defence cer-
tifies, by writing under his hand, is, in his
opinion, connected with the defence of the
Commonwealth or the efficient prosecution of
the war.

Mr. Doney: That should cover him.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: An
extraordinary feature of the Constitution,
which was framed in 1899, is that a mem-
ber of Parliament ean hold a ecommission as
an officer in the King's Navy or Army, and
may veceive full, half or retived pay, with-
out incurring any disqualification or lia-
bility respecting his seat in Parlinment. Not
everyone is capable of being an officer, and
no provision is ineluded in the Constitution
to profect the interests of a private or non-
commissioned officer who may be doing an
exeellent job for the Crown in war work that
may be brought within the definition of
“office of profit.” A member of Parlia-
ment is, ithevefore, debarred from doing
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munitions work and accepting other war
positions that earry payment for services
rendered. Certain mombers ave already af-
fected by the position.

Mr. Patrick: Have {hey iried digging
potatoes?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know whether that would be regarded as war
work. As certain members who are non-
commissioned officers or privafes find them-
selves in an invidious position, the Bill has
been made retrospective in its application to
the beginning of the war. The justification
for that will be obvious. Another pointl is
that the Constitution provides only for the
Navy and the Army and does not apply to
the Air Force at all. The member for
North Perth, as an officer in the Air Force,
is not protected under the Constitution at
all, and there is a possibility that he may
find himself in trouble. TUnder the section
of the Constitution which deals with exemp-
tions from disqualifications in the ease of
officers of the Navy and Army, he is not
eovered. What I have said traverses the Bill
in a nutshell.

Mr. Hughes: If you intend the legisia-
tion to be retrospective, I doubt if you have
made that clear enough.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
prepared to make it cleaver if neeessary.

Mr. Hughes: I think it will have toa he
made a good desl plainer and much more
specific, particularly if you intend it to
cover some member already endangered.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T shall
be prepared to deal with that matter in
Committee, and I am certainly open to cor-
rection. .

Mr., Hughes: At first glance I do not
think the Bill is being made retrospective.

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: Every.
one will agree that a member who enlists,
honestly believing that he was not jeopard-
ising his seat in Parliament, should receive
protection. I have already guoted sub-para-
graph (ii) of paragraph (L) of Snbelause
(1) of Clause 2.

Mr. Thorn: That should cover it.

The Minister for Works: That s
retrospective provision.

Mr, Hughes: I think it should read that
the Bill shonld come into operation as from
such and such a date.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
agree to any provision that will make it de-
finite s0 lopg as it is clear that we cover

the
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thoze we wish to protect.- T am sure no
member of the House would - desire to
Jjeopardise any member’s position simply he-
rause he has joined the Fighting Forces. I
move— .

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Thorn, debate ad-
Journed.

BILL—MEDICAL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day.  Mr.
Marshall in the Chair; the Minister for
Health in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN : Progress was reported
after Clause 12 had been agreed to.

Clauses 13, 14—agreed to.

Postponed Clause 7—Amendment of See-
tion 12:

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : I move
an amendment—

That after the word ‘‘improper’’ in line 2
of paragraph (a) the words ‘fin relation to
his professional conduect’’ be inserted.

This amendment was suggested, and drawn
for me, by the member for Nedlands.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

New clauge:

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
move—

That a new c¢lause he inserted as follows:—

‘i8.  Seection 13 of the principal Aet ia
amended by striking out the word ‘January?
in the firgt line and inserting the word ‘May’
in lieu thercof.?’
Registration under the Bill will be annual,
and the amendment proposes that the fee
to he paid annunally by the practitioner is
to be paid within four months from May
instead of from Janunary, as the parent Act
provides.

New clause put and passed.

Bill reported with amendments, and the
report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1942-43.
In Committee of Supply.
Debate resumed from the 18th November;
Mr. Marshall in the Chair.

Vote—Agriculture, £94.370 (partly con-
sidered) :

MR. PATRICK (Greenough) [422]: I
have nothing but praise for the work of
the Department of Agriculture. During the
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year tbis department has carried on marvel-
lous work, especinlly considering the poor
accormmodation and small staff it has had
—work which would be a credit to any simi-
lar department cstablished in the largest
city of any other State. The department
has shown farmers how to produce primary
produets, and bow to cure various diseases,
and it has also done research work; but it
has failed to show the farmer how to pro-
duce and at the same time obtain a reason-
able return for the labour involved in that
produetion, 1 understand that ¢ Federal
Minister claims to have solved that problem.
That Minister has made an award in re-
gard to harvesting work. To show the in-
terest that award has aroused in the farming
distriets, T propose to read a resolution
carried unanimously at a lavge gathering of
farmers held at Three Springs, which is the
centre of a highly prosperous wheatgrow-
ing district. The resolution, which it was
decided shonld be telegraphed fo the Prime
Minister, reads—-

That this meeting of farmers of the Three

Springs Road Board Distriet views with dis-
may and astonishment the rates of pay as fixed
for the coming harvest and emphatically de-
clares that the farming industry in its pre-
sent condition caunot pay such wages and ap-
peals to you for more just and reagenable
treatment, This meeting protests against far-
mers being ordered to pay their employces,
who are mostly unskilled, more than the farmer
himself receives for his labour, and more than
our sous are heing paid on active serviee in
the war zones, and more per week than the
Agrienltural Bank in this State allows many
of its farmers to keep their families on for a
month, and considers it is therefore wnjust and
ill-timed,
Copies of the resolution were supplied to
the Prime Mmister, Mr. Curtin; to the
Federal member for ihe distriet, Mr. John-
son; and to the independent member of the
Federal House of Representatives, Mr.
Wilson. A strong protest has thus been
entered against the action of the Com-
monwealth Government, the rates of
pay being Commonwealth +wide rafes
and appying to the harvesting of all
grain crops. As members may he aware,
I have always bheen one who fav-
oured the pavment of reasonable vrates
to farm workers. In fact, I have fre-
quently stated here that it is anomalous
that a man driving a baker’s or a buicher's
cart in the eity is paid more than a man
driving a seven or ten-horse team in the
country, which is far more highly skilled
work.
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I take exception, Brstly, to the manner iu
which the Commonwealth body, which fixed
the rates of wages, was constituted. Two
members, one of them from this State,
represent the farming industry; two mem-
hers represent the A.W.U.; and a former
A W.U. organiser is chairman. No cvidence
was taken by the board. The proceedings did
not resemble a ease in the Industrial Ar-
hitration Court, where evidence is taken
from people familiar with the industry.
The rates were put up, the chairman gave
his aye, and that was the end of the ease.
Strong exception can be taken to that pro-
cedure. The rates were fixed without any
inquiry whatever having heen made. In.
deed, the same rates were fixed for all the
States, without any State variations. Ir
connection with every Federal industria
arbitration award relating to an industry
variations exist from State to State. The
wage payments carry a heavy louding of
the basic wage in the form of a prosperity
allowance. Now, I do not think anyoni
can contend that there is prosperity in the
agrienltuval industry today. The account:
of the Agrieultural Bank of ihis State
which institution controls the destinies of
many of our farmers, prove that the in
dustry cannot earry a prosperity allowance
On top of that allowanee, keep was added—
something that is not done in any othe:
award.

Any other indostry in connection witl
which industrial awards are made is al
lowed to add increased costs to its prices
hut that eannot be done in connection witl
the agricultural industry. It must be born
in mind that the price fixed represents th
highest-priced portion of the e¢rop, and tha
such price is really based on 1913 values
Most of the wheat produced in Westen
Ausiralia will only realise 1s. 10d. pe
Lushel. Tt will be seen that the farmer
producing the greater quantity of whea
will have to pay rates which they are absc
lutely not in a position to pay. Anothe
point is that most of the skilled farx
hands are already in the varvious Fightin
Serviees. Therefore the high rates fixe
will be paid to unskilled and inefficien
men. The position will be that the farme
must take whoever comes along and pa
the man at the fized rate, whether the ma
be efficient or not. And there are very fer
efficient men available today. I do¢ ng
think it has been clearly understcod o
sufficiently emphasised that these hig
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rates apply also to the permanent men
working on farms. There are instances to-
day in which permanent farm labourers
are drawing as muech ss £4 per week, to-
sether with a cottage free and the right to
Lvep a cow and poultry. If such per-
manent men are put on to harvesting work,
they will have to be paid as mueh as 3s. 3d.
per hour and keep. That is entirely wrong,
“eeause Lbe permanent farm-hand is gener-
ally a man who does both seeding and har-
vesting, these being part of his job.

The member for South Fremantle made
some’ reference to the fact that this har-
vesting labour is only casual. It should
not be casual. The permanent farm-band
i3 really the hackbone of Western Auas-
‘ralia’s farming industry. He is the man
who should be employed on all farm work.
On a properly conducted farm casual
work does not oecur often; it mostly hap-
pens at shearing time. In normal times
the permanent hand is the man who is re-
lied upon to do what is termed easunal work.
Tt is ridienlous to put a permanent farm-
hand on to casnal work earrying these
extraordinary rates of pay. Again, most
men left on farms today are elderly, and the
majority of the men who can be obtained to
‘work on farms are also elderly. Many Arhi-
tration Court awards contain a special pro-
vision for men of that type, who cannot do
the work of a skilled adult worker. The
elderly persons now carrying on farms are
discouraged enough without being further
discouraged by this new award. Take our
Agricultural Bank! The Minister knows
that the bank fixes every year a certain sum
to be paid for wages by farmers under the
hank’s jurisdietion. I know the bank does
not fix the amount on a very liberal scale.
I bhave at various times interviewed the bank,
and I found it made a quite arbitrary allow-
ance. It said, “The farmer has so many hun-
ireds of acres and so we fix the wages at
-0 much” I do not think the bank ever
tixed the wages on a seale equal to that of
this new award.

There seems to be some disagreement be-
tween the various Ministers in the Federal
Cabinet.  This award was made by Mr.
Ward, I wnderstand, and at the same time,
Mr. Seully, when speaking over the air, said
that farmers had made big sacrifices because
their sons had joined the Fighting Forces.
He said it was therefore up to the volun-
tary workers fo assist in harvesting and that
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many people were offering to do so without
pay. I do net think they will be allowed
to do the work without pay; they will have
to be paid the rates preseribed by this new
award. We have one Minister stating that
high rates of pay are to be fixed, and an-
other Minister advocating that wmen should
voluntarily assist the tarmers in barvesting
because their sons had joined the Fightiny
Forces. When talking over the air, Mr,
Seully, in boosting up the Women’s Land
Army, said that women could be obtained
at rates up to £2 per week and keep. When
this committee of which I spoke was making
its award, it was approached by the head ot
the Women’s Land Army in New South
Wales. She informed that committee that
the women expected to get the same rates
of pay as the men received, so that the state-
ment made by Mr. Seully was not quite
correct, I suppose the award was made
with the idea that it would provide raen
badly wanted to do the work. In my
opinion, it will not provide one extra skilled
farm-hand. The award was neither asked
for nor wanted. In that eonnection I de-
sire to quote Mr. Wilson, the Independent
member for Wimmera, who is keeping the
present Commonwealth Government in
power, On the 10th November the following
appeared in the Press—

Mr. A. Wilson, the Independent in tho House
of Representatives for Wimmera, considers the
new schedule of harvest wages aunnounced by
the Wheat Harvest Employment Committee as
premature and unwarranted under present con-
ditions.

Mr. Wilson said today that while it was
freely conceded that conditions and wages for
farm work have long called for attention,
surely the first step should have been to deal
with the debt and over-eapitalisation position
of the preat majority of farmers which pre-
vented that large section from even carning a
meagre eompetence for themselves,

‘fAt present,”’ he said, ‘‘the type of labour
offering for harvest work is, generally speak-
ing, incapable of rendering eflicient gervice.
TUntil the serious ceoncmic position of primary
prodocers has been corrected with the 2id of
the proposed land mortgage bank and adjust-
ment of over-capitalisation, also the future
assured by means of guaranteed prices for
farm produets possibly through a primary
producers’ Arbitration Court, the new wages
schedule should not be carried out.

Members therefore know the opinion of Mr.
Wilson, who is a practical farmer, on this
matter. If the Commonwealth Government
desires to elose down the wheat industry—
I think it has some such idea; there is no
doubt it wishes fo reduce wheatgrowing in
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the Commoenwealth—then it shonld do so
honestly by restricting wheatgrowing in all
the States and not in Western Australia
alone. This is an attempt to kill the in-
dustry by subterfuge.

The Minister for Agvieulture: It is a
very difficult matter to do on a flat basis.

Mr., PATRICK: Of course it is. Various
Ministers in the Commonwealth Government
seem to have different methods of dealing
with matters. A shert time ago the Minis-
ter for Commerce appointed Mr. Buleock—
who I think was Minister for Agriculture in
Queensland and who I understand is com-
petent—as Director of Agricalture for the
Commonwealth. The idea was that he shounld
make decisions. He said that if he aceepted
the position he wanted it clearly laid down
that he was to be allowed a free hand, Mr.
Buleock was to decide what phases of agri-
culure should be carried on during the war
period. I think the Minister for Agricul-
ture will agree with that, Mr. Buleock is to
be given a free hand.

The Minister for Agrieulture:
him very well.

Mr. PATRICK: Since the Minister for
Commerce made that announcement, another
Minister, Mr. Dedman, is reported in the
Press as follows:—

Adelaide, November 20th,—1It was announced
today that with the object of directing pri-
mary production on the lines of war-time re-
quirements the Minister for War Organisation
of Industry (Mr. Dedman} had asked the Gov-
erument to make available the services of Dr,
A. R. Callaghan, .

A very competent man, I am sure.
port continues—

principal of the Roseworthy Agricul-
tural Co]lege for the position of Agricultural
Adviser to the Minister. The Premier (Mr.
Playford) it is understood has agreed to leave
of absence heing granted to Dr. Callaghan for
six months to accept the positien.
S0 we have one Federal Minister who really
has dealings with agriculture appointing Mr.
Buleock to carry on a certain class of work,
and another Federal Minister appoinfing
Dr. Callaghan to perform exaetly the same
functions. Apparently there does not seem
to be much of the co-ordination in the Fed-
eral Cabinet that we hear so muech about
nowadays.

I was saying that the Agricultural De-
partment, while it had been suceessful in
directing farmers along lines of produetion,
had failed to ensure that farmers shall pro-
dnce the various lines at a profit. For a

I know

The re-
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long time I bave urged that we should in-
stitute the study of esgricultural teonomics
in the Agrieultural Department. The neces-
sity for this has now been recognised. I
make this quotation from a Vlctouan agn--
cultural paper—

The New Bouth Wales Department of Agri-
culture has made history in Awstralia by
establishing a division of Agricaltural .Econe-
mics, This marks the end of an era in Aus-
tralian agriculture. It has long been recog-
nised that agriculture differs from secondary
industry, in that it is wnable to carry out ife
own scientific research. It was in order to
earry out this research, and to disseminate the
results among the farmers, that cach State
Government long ago organised its Department
of Agriculture, with ifs research and field
staffs. But such research, and also all Com-
monwealth research in agriculture through the
C.8.L.R. has hitherto been confined to the phy-
sical and biolegieal problems of agricnlture.

Until recently the economic and socinl prob-
lems have been rcgarded as eoming whally
within the ambit of the individual farmer. The
establishment of a Division of Agricultural
Economics implies an official recognition of the
fact, that the problems of economic organisa-
tion, as well a8 the technical problems affect-
ing the farmers’ welfme, are problems which
require collective effort in order to overcome
them, and that they are as much a specialised
study as plant-breeding, entomology, veterin-
ary secience, or soil chemistry. There is a big
field open for study. To mention one question,
the big variations in farmers’ incomes over a
series of years, due to prices and seasons. Inm
the U.B.A., for instanee, an all risk insurance
for wheat ¢rops has been available duering the
lagt three years. This coveras a seasonal failuve
through lack of rainfall. In Australia we can
only insure against hail and fire, S0 alce
various stabilisation schemes merit close study.
It i3 no use having a bumper erop with a
price collapse.

Membhers will therefare see that the study of
agrienltural economics has already been
undertaken in one of our States, In my
opinion, the basis of all good farming is a
profitable price. That has heen reeopnised
in England. A guaranteed price, as stated
by the British Minister for Agriculture, was
the quickest and best way to obtain good
returns. The results in England are amaz-
ing. England, which before the war preo-
duced only a third of its food requive-
ments, is now producing two-thirds. The
average production has inereased by 50 per
cent. The British Minister pointed out that
before the war farmers were exhausiing
their 1and because they eould not afford to
put anything back into it. That is why I
say the basis of all good farming is a profit-
able price. If the farmer does mot get a
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profitable -price in order to give him some-
thing beyond the bare living necessities, then
he cannot farm his land as it should be
farmed. As the British Minister said, he
cannot put something back into the land and
50 he cannot maintain its fertility. It wonld
be & good iden for the Agricultural Depart-
ment to farm a pieee of land in order to
ascertain what it eosts to grow a bushel of
wheat, after paying the recognised rate of
wages.

The Minister for Agriculture: Why do
that when we have the experience of men
like yourself?

Mr. PATRICK : Experiences vary tremen-
dously, as the Minister knows, if he will
look at the report of the Wheat Commission.
Tho department could secure a piece of
ordinary wheatbelt land and ascertain
exactly what the costs are. I know thal
vears ago such an experiment was tried in
South Australia, but I cannot say whether
that farming property is still being worked.
Everything was worked out, so that the cost
of producing wheat, wool and other pro-
ducts was known exactly. The same experi-
ment has heen tried in other econntries. In
the United States there is what is known as
a parity price. Much argument has taken
place in the American Senate recently with
the President over the maintenanee of that
price, The parity price is to maintain the
purchasing pewer of the farm produets on
what is ealled a base period. 'The base
peried taken in the United States was from
1910 or 1911 to 1913, In Australia, taking
1911 as 1,000, the cost of living in 1940 in-
ereased to 1737, while in 194@ the purechas-
ing power of wheat was estimafted at only
38-100ths of the U.S.A. base period. Tak-
ing the price that we got in 1913, 4s. a
bushel, the figure today would be about
1s. 7d. Most members have in their posses-
sion a little pamphlet that was published by
ihe Hon. T. H, Bath, It inclndes the
Tollowing :—

The original definition of the parity prin-
ciple in the Agricultural Adjustment Act of
1933 (familiarly known as the A.A.A) de-
elared that it was the policy of Congress,
among other things, ‘“to re-establish prices to
farmers at a level that will give agrieultural
products a purchasing power with respeet to
articles that farmera buy, equivalent to the
purchasing power of agricultural commodities
in the base period. The base period in the
case of all agricultnral commodities except
tobaseo shall be the pre-war period Aungust,
1909, to July, 1914.’" 1In the instance of to-
bacco the hase period was from August, 1919,
to July, 1929.
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That has been carrvied out to a certain ex-
tent in the U.S.A., but not fully, and it
caused the quarrel between the President
and the Senate. The Senate wanted the
principle earried out in its entirety, but
still it has maintained the values of farm
products at a higher level than they are in
Australia. The argument I put up the first
vear I came into this Chamber is almost
the same as the principle adopted in
America under the new deal, namely,
that the purchasing power of wheat and
wool should be equivalent to the prices in
1910-13. Of course we have had an en-
tirely differentin] treatment meted out to
onr farming indostries as compared with
our secondary industries in Aunstralia. The
sccondary industries could, if at any time
they found their costs too high to compete
with the outside world, appeal to the Taviff
Board. That tribunal would take evidence
and, if it thowght fit, recommend a higher
duty which would cnable the secondary in-
dustries to vaise their prices. Most of the
priméry industries bad to fare competition
in the outside world. This diffevential treat-
ment has become move marked during the
war, though, as the member for Trwin-
Moore said, it is as neeessary in war-time
as munitions. Tn fact, as one visiting man
from the United Kingdom put it at one
time—farming produee forms the muni-
tions of life, whereas the ordinary munitions
of war are the munitions of death. The
British Mimister for Agriculture, Mr. Hud-
son, also peinted out the remarkable changes
that have taken place in British agriculture
since the war. He said that pence was
desolating the land faster than war, To
some extent that has been the position in
Australia, Due to the prices for agrienltural
produets in peace-time the land has been
desolated, but here, instead of as in Eng.
Iand, the position being altered in war, the
same eonrditions apply today.

We have no war loadings or allowaneces
1o meet the rising costs. In faet, the Gov-
ernment strongly resists subsidies for farm-
ers to eqnal the rising costs. The other
day we had a belated and useless sop given
to the dairying industry. A grant of
£1.500,008 was made. Even that subsidy is
not being given in the proper way. The
malter has been referred to the Tariff
Board to make inquiries into the in-
dustry in the various States and re-
commend some form of subsidy. There
is also a wages board te be formed,
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and,. as the Minister for Commerce
said, although these rates might be con-
sidered high they will not affect a great
number of dairy farmers, because 80 per
¢ent, of them are doing the labouring work
themselves! That is an extraordinary state-
ment to make. It appears that the families
of the dairy farmers can work at
a low rate without any compensation
by way of increased prices, because
it is a family business, When I was
a kiddie going to school I was struck
with the condition of the dairy farmers’
children. They would walk to school with
their beads nodding and would be failing
asleep half the time; and the poor little
devils would be shouted at by the teacher,
They would have been up from 3 a.m. milk-
ing eows. They then had to walk to sehool,
and were expected to do their school work
in the same way as the other children. That
state of affairs will continne wunder this
system of family farming.

The high rates necessary for 20 per cent.
of the workers in the industry are just
as necessary For the families engaged in it.
We have war loadings and eost of living
allowances granted to other industries, and
they eonstitute a direct paymeni made by
the Government. To the extent that those
amounts inerease the war and other ex-
penditure, it would be equally justifiable to
make similar payments to primary indns-
tries and treat them as war expenditure.
It makes no difference what they are called
as most industries in Australia today are
engaged on war work. If the Government
makes a war loading and gives an addi-
tional payment for overtime and se¢ forth
to other induostries, the eost falls on the
Government and not on the people engaged
in those industries. That is one of the
reasons why I have argued that it would
have paid the Commonwealth to have
peeged wages and the prices of essential
foodstufis, and thus maintained the pur-
chasing power of wages instead of paying
extra for rising costs of living. After all
the only effect of giving these extra rates
for riging costs is further to inerease the
costs, and then another rise will have to
be given to compensate for that further

increase. One will be chasing the other all
the time!

If, however, the wages are pegged and
also the prices of essentizl foodstuffs, then
we wonld retain the purchasing power of
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wages and gould subsidise the growers to
mgintain their standards. Such a system
might even cost the Government less than
the present one and, at the same time, put
the agrieultural industries on a better basis.
That has been done in England and, to a
certain cxtent, in New Zealand where the
prices of bread, wages and coal have been
pegged for the last year by subsidies.
Satisfactory prices make for hetter farm-
ing. In faet, a farmer cannot farm pro-
perly unless he gets a satisfactory price.
He then has more chance to cope with mat-
ters outside his actual farming operations,
sneh as rahbits and grasshoppers. The
labour problem today is a consideration
when dealing with the grasshopper. The
other day the Minister referred to the sue-
cessful effort made by some farmers along
the Midland line in coping with the grass-
hopper a year or two ago, They mustered
a considerable body of men and poisoned
on such a seale that they killed the grass-
hoppers right on the edge of the erops, and
the losses were practically negligible. Those
farmers could not do that today. The young
cnthusinstic men are all in the Forces and
the few remaining could not attend to a
matter of that sort. The only alternatives
I can see to a profitable price are either
a moratorinm in conneetion with all rents,
interest charges, ete, or to abandon the
indtusiry hefore a lower standard comes
about. 1 had a letter from one of my road
boards, the Morawa board on this subject
It is as follows:—

In view of the general depreciation in values
of agriculteral land in \Western Australia over
a period of ten years, we respectfully suggest
to you as our Parliamentary representative that
the time is overdue for a counsiderable redue-
tion to be made by the State Government in
the basic rental value of all land taken up
under selection as such action would materially
alter the abnormal taxation at present being
imposed on primary producers,

Owing to the intornational wheat agreement,
the present restrictions on areas to be planted
for wheat are almost certain to be continued
in post-war reconstruction and will vitally re-
strict the development of virgin land held un-
der abovementioned selection and in viow of
these circumstances a full review of accrued
rentals should be taken immediately.

This is only a very small part of the prob-
lem, Of course, land taken up during the
last few years and coming under the pre-
sent low conditions of values should be sub-
ject to some alteration, buf there are in-
stances where properties have heen rented.
A man rented a property along the Midland
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line -and, before there was any restrietion
on -wheatgrowing—he is principally en-
gaged'in wheatgrowing—-had contracted to
pay & certain rental per annum for the farm,
TUnder the altered conditions, he cannot pay,
and so far as I know there is no provision
under whieh he can get a reduction in his
rent. All the problem: mentioned by the
Morawa Road Board can be solved only if
farmers receive decent prices for their pro-
duce. The writing down of debts alone will
provide no solution. The Minister bas pointed
out that writing down has heen carried out
by the Agricultural Bank, but that is ne
golution of the problem. As long as prices
remain on an unpayable basis, the debts will
be built up again, and I defy zome of the
farmers to earry on suceessfully, even with
their debts written down.

The only real solution is a profitable price,
and that is why I say an investigation of the
economics of farming should be one of the
main activities of the Department of Agri-
culture. We in this State have done well in
the matter of produnction. We have one of
the highest produetion rates per head in
the world—New Zealand, I helieve, has a
higber rate—yet we have only to look at the
figures of the Agrieultnral Bank to realise
that the industry is in a very bad way. As
members are aware, people todav are leav-
ing the farms and drifting into the towns,
and only better living conditions and better
social conditions ean preveni this disastrons
drift, which must be stopped if this State is
to survive as an economie wunit in the Fed-
eration.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson): From my
point of view, this is the most important
division of the Estimales heeause it affeets
practieally everything in the State. But for
the country, there would be no need for the
city and the metropolitan area. Al the
wealth and stability of the country are, in
the firat instance, derived from the land. The
Minister for Agriculture has a partieularly
trying time at this period. There is 2 saying
“Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown,”
but I think we might say that uneasy must
be the mind of the Minister for Agrienlture,
whose brain and intellect must be working
at top speed to evclve methods and means
of lifting the agricultural industry out of
the mire.

I see no possibility of hope or light until
a (overnment with sufficiently wide vision
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introduces legislation to provide that every
man who produces goods essential to the
welfare of the community shall be paid a
minimom price for his produet, just as is
done in New Zealand. It is impossible to
pay high wages for work on the land at
present. The well-being of eimployees in
~ecoudary industries is safeguarded by arbi-
fration courts. The other night the member
for Irwin-Moore pointed out how impossible
it wag for the farmers to pay the standard
of wages fixed for workers harvesting the
wheat. The amount was £7 to £10 per week:
The farmers cannot possibly pay such an
amount until we lay down some other and
very different system. Tf a man working
in one of the secondary industries iz en-
titled to a living wage, why should not the
same thing apply to a man on fhe land?
Why should a man working for a farmer
have to aceept something less than a living
wage? There is no farmer who does not
desire to pay his employees the full amount
of wages to which they are entitled.

The member for Nedlands asked =ome
guestions regarding the proposed increase of
1215 per eent. in railway freights and fared.
Perhaps on account of his long association
with the goldfields, he made his question ap-
ply only to that part of the State, but any
inevease will affeet the whole of the economic
gystem of the State, and more cspecially will
it affect the faxmers. This increase, if im-
pozed, will prove to he another nail in the
coffin of the agrienlturist. Tf we allow
this 1234 per cent. to be added to
railway charges, what is going to happen?
We shall have a repetition of the old ex-
perience of the dog chasing its fail, and
finally the whole of the extra cost will be
loaded on to the man on the land.

Mr. Sampson: Tt will expedite the drifi
to the city.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, und the day will
come when there will be no ¢ity, But for
the peaple in the hack areas engaged in pri-
mary industries, whether in the prodmetion
of gold, timber or erops, there would he no
cities. If the increased charges are imposed,
the ¢ity will evade all this extra impost, be-
cause it has no railway freights to pay. The
whole of the burden will fall upon the pri-
mary producers. It will not affeet the trams
or the huses of the city.

Mr. Hughes: The people in the eity will
be affected in the prices they have to pay.
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Mr. J. H, SMITH: Not at all. I saw a
bag of cabbages weighing 114 ewt. sold in
the market for 1s. 6d.

Mr. Sampson: The price bas been as
low as 9d.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Talk about the peo-
ple in the city having to pay! There 13 no
system of prices. The appointment of ex-
pensive boards will do no good until we find
a method of fixing a minimum price for
everything a man produces.

I note with great regret that the apple
and pear acquisition scheme has gone by the
hoard. This is another illustration of the
way in whieh the smaller States—the
motherless lambs—ean be squeezed out.

The Minister for Justice: It has not gone
by the board in Western Australia.

Mr. J. H SMITH: Poor Western Aus-
‘tralia and Tasmenia, with no representa-
tion, are squeezed out because the four
larger States in the East do not require the
scheme. T want to point out how dependent
we are upon the continuance of this scheme.
.This year the larger States got no morve
fruit than supplied their own populations.
So they said, “We will get out of the ae-
quisition scheme and receive 6s. or 7s. per
case for our production. Let Western
Australia and Tasmania receive their miserly
1s. 10d. and 2s. 10d. for their packed fruit.”
That is the position as I see it. Under such
circumstances there is no hope for the con-
tinued existence of the fruitgrowing indus-
try here. OQur early fruits, such as Cleo-
patrag and Jonathans, come in just at the
same time as the Queenslend, South Aus-
tralian and Victorian fruits come to hand.
Our Dobertys and Yaies and other varieties
come in at a later stage.

Mr. Sempson: And Grannies!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If over there was a
Granny in this Chamber, there is one to-
day!

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not reflect upon other members.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Qur friend from Swan
knows that we have today a diffieulty in
supplying our local reqnirements with our
Granny froit. Our Granny fruit will keep
until Deecember and January. Vates and
Dohertys are prolific bearers, but they have
to be thinned before they can be brought
to an export or marketable size—thinned
very much. Therefore I regret that the ac-
guisifion scheme has gone by the board. The
Minister’s mind must be greatly perturbed.
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All I can see for it is that we mske every
possible effort—I believe the Minister will
do this, with the aid of his department and
the Fruitgrowers’ associztions—to seeure at
least another shilling, An article in “The

‘West Australian” suggested another 6d., but

that is not nearly sufticient, We should fight
to get 2s. additional if possible, bu¢ another
shilling would make all the difference to our
growers. Otherwise they will be paid
through the Aecquisition Board—which
means that our growers will get nothing,
Something is hetter than nothing; and at
least we have been able, through the Ac-
quisition Board, to maintain our asset. That
is all we have been able to do, fertilise
and cultivate and spray in the expectation
of the war terminating and our regaining
the oversea markets. Now that the big
States have gone out, the samne thing applies.
Western Aunstralin and Tasmania, dependent
on export markets and without shipping, are
left in the lurch., The Minister will realise
that Western Anstrvalia should receive some
compensation.

Now as regards wheat: Gooduess knows
that industry encounters many difficulties!
It is true also that many members under-
stanil the wheat position mueh better than
I do. For the life of me, [ cannot see any
hupe whatever for the wheatgrower. If the
wheatgrower is to be burdened with the stan-
dard of wages which is te be put in foree
now, our whealgrowing must go out of
existence. I am glad that the harley posi-
tivt Las righted itseli.

The Minister for Agrieulture: I 5 not
quite correct to say that the position righted
itself,

Mr, J. H. SMIT11: But the position is
mueh better today than it has been, I pass
now to the subject of tobazeco. We heard
the Premier, when introducing his Loan
Estimates, speak of the possibility of a big
tobacco-growing industry here. Is it not
farcieal to speak like that? Our tobacco
industry has never been in such & precarious
position before. It is only a new indusiry.
We see no hope for it unless there is a com-
plete alteration. I propose to give the Com-
miitee some absolutely astounding figures.
The Committee will be further astounded
when I give some information about the
British-Australian Tobaceo Company. We
are not allowed to manufacture the tobaeco
we grow here. A manufacturing eompany
in Western Australia is not allowed to in-
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crease its manufacture of tobacco. The sur-
plus tobaceo it had available had to go across
to eastern Australia to satisfy the ociopus
there. In my distriet, if we try to make a
corporation of the tobacco prowers, we are
not allowed to establish a taetory.

The year before last T remember the Min-
ister for Agriculture and myself being highly
pleased with the rvesult of the average price
—1I think, about 2= 9d. per lb—for our
iobaeceo leaf. Everyhody associated with
the industry here felt buoyant, and the State
Government itself assisted the tobacco grow-
ers to carry on until their produwction was
sold. Last year we found that every grower
went in extensively for tobacco, with the
exception of Michelides, who possibly could
not mannfaeture it and who eould read the
writing on the wall. We found that when
the tobaeco had heen grown, cured, and put
on the market, the first result was 1s. 1ld.
per lb. on the average under appraisement.
Thereupon the growers went on strike, say-
ing, “We will withdraw the whole of our
tobaceo.” For onc or two days there was
no further sale. Then the growers were
promised something better. Next sale showed
an increase from the previous figure of
1s. 11.94. to 2s. 3.4d. However, the grow-
ers were nof satisfied with {hat increased
price, because it did not compare with the
price of the year before, wnotwithstanding
that costs had increaged in the interim. At
the next sales 2s. 3.2d. was realised, and at
the following sales 2s. 4.7d., a slight increase,
However, they had all been got in; the whole
of the tobacco erop was on the floor to be
sold. Then there was a sale at 2s. 1.7d.
another at 2:. 1.3d., and the poor unfor-
tunate growers who were in the last sale re-
ceived only 1s. 10.1d. Is there not a screw
loose somewhere when such things happen?
‘We must realizse that although the tobaceo
growers averaged only a trifle over 25, 0.14.
per b, the Commonwealth Government took
o itself 6s. 10d. per 1b.,, through excise, off
the consumers. Thus the price was raised to
roughly 9s. per 1b., or a shade less. But
what do we find when it comes to the manu-
facturers, the British-Australian Tobaceco
Company?

Mr. Needham: The combine!

Mr. J. H SMITH: We know t{hat the
dark leaf produces 110 lbs. of tobaceo, and
that the fine leaf, or cigareite leaf, pro-
duces 106 1bs. of tobacco. But tobaceo
today can only be bought at 18s. per lb,

‘are £300 and £400 in debt.

[ASSEMBLY.]

which is the cheapest rate. The combine
will not allow our own manufacturers—snd
Michelides, Lid, has been the pioneer of
tobacco manufacture in this State—to in-
erease their produetion. The combine gets
9s. per lb. as wholesaler, and the retailers
have to add something to that sum for their
profit. How c¢an an industry develop under
such conditions? The Premier did not
touch the real position at all. In a broad
sweeping statement he told the House that
the tohaceo industry was flourishing. But
it ean only flourish under conditions dif-
ferent from those existing today; it cannot
make headway under present conditions.

I know of many men in the industry who
hardly made tucker out of it last year. I
know other men in a fairly big way whe
Is not there
something wrong somewhere? I saw the
executive and secretary of the Tobacco
Growers’ Association when I was in Man-
jimup twe or three weeks ago, and they
prodnced their balance sheet to me. It is
heartbreaking to see an industry, of which
we expected so mueh, in the condition it is
today. It has been said that we grow the
best tohaceo leaf in Australia, and that it
is perhaps equal to tobacco grown any-
where in the world. But we are a funny
people; we believe that something which is
imported is better than that which we pro-
duce ourselves. Our growers are receiving
%5, 1& per lb. for leaf which they have
grown, cured, baled and then set up on the
floors in Perth.

Mr. Doney: Whose judgment is it that
our tobaceo is the hest in the world ¥

[Mr, Withers took the Chair.)

Mr, J. H, SMITH: I said that possibly it
is some of the hest tobacco grown in the
world. Is it right that the Commonwealth
Government should impose an exeise duty
of Gs. 10d. per lb. on tobacco? AIl men
who carry on agriculture of any kind work
under sweating conditions, and we shall have
to alter our present system. These growers
arve working 16 to 20 hours per day. It is
no use our sitting here as a Committee while
men are living under sueh conditions. It
is time metropolitan members realised that
the stability of the State depends upon
what we produce from the land. The posi-
tion will never be improved by the appoint-
ment of hoards. It will not be improved
by orderly marketing, as it is termed. Or-
derly marketing seeures for growers 1s. 6d.
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per bag for cabbages. Would that price
pay the grower? The only system is to
guarantee the producer a reasonable pride
for his produects. That would solve the
problem. I do not propose to say any-
thing further on the tobaceo industry. The
figures I have quoted are anthentic and any
itember who 30 wishes ean obiain them
from the secretary of the Tobacco Growers'
Association. It is almost impossible to pro-
cure tobacco today. One of our members
went to the bar and asked for two ounces
of pipe tobaceo, but the steward said, ‘I
shall have to eut this in two; I am sorry,
but I can only give you one ounce,’’

Mr. W. Hegney: Austerity campaign!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, but it is only an
austerity campaign for the producer, It
is not an austerity campaign for the big
manufacturers I spoke of, who make tre-
wendous profits. The Minister’s mind must
be working at top speed to deal with all
these various phascs of agriculture. With
regard to the dairying industry, the Com-
monwealth Government is making available
to dairy farmers a subsidy of £2,000,000.
But the subsidy must come out of the
pockets of the consumers! Why not give
the dairy farmers a payable price in the
first instance? If the production of the land
is to be subsidised, what is the use of people
being on the land? We are running round
in eircles. We find the same thing applies
to our pastoral industry.

The Minister for Agriculture: The pur-
pose of a subsidy is to render subsidies un-
necessAry.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Of eourse, there
should not be any subsidies. Take the
meat market, which brings me to an-
other subject! We cannot avoid strikes,
Here, again, the Minister’s mind must be
harassed. Stoek is being delivered to the
Midland yards for sale, but where is it to
be held? The great problem eonfronting
this State foday is the agricultural industry.
It is becoming more serious as time goes on.
Take the potato industry! At one time a
person was allowed to go into a field and,
provided he left the fork behind, he eould
dig himself a bag of potatoes at any time.

Mr. Needham: Today we eannot get the
fork.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I suppose we could
get the fork if we had the opportunity to
_get a bag of potatoes, even if we had to
get the fork from Perth. Another subject
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with which T wish to deal is the flax indus-
try. - We are greatly concerned at present
as to whether we shall be able to continue
with this industry after the war. We should
be able to do so, provided we reduce costs.
I live in a distriet where perbaps most of
the flax is grown. We know we could not
compete with the world after the war; but
we hope to be able to reduce costs to such
an extent as to ensure a standard price, thus
giving growers sufficient to keep the indus-
try alive in the future. But something else
gives me grave concern. Only two or three
weeks ago in the district where most of the
flax is grown, I saw sheaf after sheaf ex-
hibited which disclosed the fact that rust
had affected the entire erop. 1t was taking
the seed out of the flax. I am wondering
where we shall get our seed for the next
season. As I said, the nine or 10 sheaves
that I saw were all affected by rust. I am
wondering whether that will extend to the
fibre of the flax. I have heard nothing about
it. If it does it will be a tragedy. The rust
is prevalent in the wheat areas on account
of the excessively wet season, I am looking
forward fo the industry being a buoyant
one. The new mill is to be opened shortly.
1 hope to go down with the Minister when
he opens it, and to find that the rust has
not attacked the fibre.

Mr. North: What about the price?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We have a guaranteed
price. The average is about £6 5s. or £6 12s.
It is a very good thing for the growers,
It is so good that this year they have put
in between 6,000 and 7,000 acres of flax.
They have pulled out their oats and pasture
crops and put in flax.

The Minister for Agricullove: Transport
is going to be a difficulty.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, transport is a
problem. A sum of £20,000 is to be expended
on a water scheme for the mill. I hope the
Commonwealth Government will do some-
thing in that connection. The agrieultural
industry is a big problem, It is said,
“Uneusy lies the head that wears o erown.”
Uneasy must be the mind of the Minister
contrelling agrieulture in Western Austra-
lial I could continue to speak for quite
a long time with regard to the seriousness
of the position facing the agricultural in-
dustry in this State as T see it. T can per-
ceive no solution whatever. Members repre-
senting agricultural areas ean come here and
speak about the matter, but they will be
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voires erying in the wilderness until the
people of Western Australia ean be awak-
ened to a sense of responsibility and made
to realise that it agriculture fails everything
must fail. * It primary industries go, there
¢an be no State. We are not in a position
to deal with secondary indnstries and the
only way we ¢an huild up onr population is
through primary industrics. I am Jooking
forward to the day when the population of
Western Australia will be 4,000,000 instead
of 400,000 odd. We shall not he able
to compete with the Eastern States nntil
that time comes.

Hon. N. Keenan: That is a big jump.

Mr. J. H. 8MITH: My friend from Ned-
lands langhs at the very thought of it. He
says it is & wonderful joke.

Hon. N. Keenan: Jump!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Perhaps the member
for Nedlands thinks it is a wonderful joke
that the peaple in the agricultural areas are
down and ount and starving. It does not
matter to him in his retired position in
Perth.

Mr. Marshall; In his snug job!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am nof saying it
is a snug job. But this is no joke so far
as I am concerned.

Hon. N. Keenan: I did not say 1 was a
joke, but that it was a big jump.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T heg the hon. mem-
ber's pardon. Tt is not a big jump for my
imagination. Everybody must realise that
if we are going to maintain this country
and keep it for ourcelves our population
must inerease tenfold. Why are envious
people at our <hores? :

Mr. J. Hegney: How ure vou going to in-
erease the population?

My, J. H. SMITH: Only throuch agri-
culture,

Mr. J. Hegney: You cannot grow popu-
Jation,

Mr. J. 11, SMITH: No, hut we can im-
port population. This is a hig thing to say,
but T do not eare where the population
comes from wo leng us it is white. So leng
as T am on earth T will do my utmost, even
1o the extent of sacrificing my life, to try
to keep our population white. The only way
we can overcome our diflicnlties is by get-
ting everybody in this Chamber to berome
agrienlturally-minded. My  friend from
Middle Swan  represents an  apricaltural
area and 1 am sure he must be agricul-
turally-minded. and mn-t sce tle serinmisness
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of the position and reslise that the whole
welfare of any country, and especially of
Western Australia, depends on primary pro-
duction. If it were not for that there would
be no metropolitan area. OQur timber in-
dustry, our gold industry, and our wheat
industry are all primary industries. The
olficers of the Department of Agriculture
are very fine men, The Under Secrctary and
all the officers are imbued with the idea of
putting the industry on a better plane than
that on which it exists today. T have never
known it to he in a worse position. I de
not see how it could possibly he any worse.
There is not a ray of hope in any direction
in which one looks as far as agriculture is
concerned. The pig industry must be giving
the Minister a greal deal of concern. Con-
sider the people around the metropolitan
arca who are in the piggery bhusiness and
who were getting all the swill which has now
heen cut off! Today it Jooks to me as if
we are practically up against a blank wall.
The position cannot be altered and never
will he altered until the whole system is
rhanged, It will not he altered hy the method
suggested by the member for Murchison,
namely, monetary rveform.  Agriculturisis
live, to a great extent, on barier.

Mr. Hughes: Does not everybody?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T do not know what
my friend from East Perth lives on.

Mr. Marshall: On the community!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T do not know. I
will leave it to the hon. member to say, We
must alter the whole system and lay down
a foundation established on solid rock, and
not on sand. The producer must he guar-
anteed a minimum priee for his produet.
Expensive boards have .been xet up with
hnge spending departments, but all those
boards and the proposals for orderly mar-
keting that have been made are not worth
a snap of the fingers. The only proper sy:-
lem Js that existing in New Zealand where
the produecer is given a guaranteed price,

MR. HILL (Alhany): First of all 1 want
to congratulate the Agricvltural Depart-
ment on the work it is doing. The depart-
ment is one of the most important in the
State and one of the best. Amongst the ofh-
eers T have many personal friends. I look
on thase oflicers as friends and not as Gov-
ernment officials. The department has a
different job from any other department in
Aunstralia. Nature never seems to be 100 per



cent. generous. Kiven in the Garden of
Eden there was.a .devil. ‘When I {ravelled
through Australia two or three years ago
and saw some of the finest land in this con-
tinent I was struck with the enormous ex-
pense necessary to provide transpori
facilities. Coming (o 1VWestern Austra-
lia our fly in the ointment seems to
be a shortage of minor elements. Our
Agricultural Department today—and I
particularly mention the efforts of Dr.
Teakle—is doing wonderful work in finding
the deficiencies of our soil. In the South-
West portion of this State we have one of
the finest climates in Australia. Transport
facilities could be provided at a nominal
cost, but our trouble seems to be these minor
deficiencies. I would mention the Denmark
wasting dizease. A few weeks ago I saw
some bezutiful locking pasture but, unless
cobalt is supplied in conjupetion with it,
the stock die of starvation. I understand
that ihe Agricultural Department has dis-
covered that the deficiency of cobalt is equal
io one ounce per 40 cows, for 12 months.

Another important discovery made in my
electorate by Dr Teakle was the dJeficiency
of copper. In one case, 5 Ibs. of copper sul-
phate, worth about 2s. 6d., increased the pro-
duction of potatoes by about five tons to
the acre. The Agricultural Departmment is
one that we cannot afford to starve. There
is o tremendous amount of room for co-
operation between the seientist and the prae-
tical man. A lot is being said about feeding
the guns. Tt is just as necessary to feed the
people. It is only fair and peoper that the
ones whose job it is fo fced the people should
be on an equal footing with those who have

to make the munitions to feed the guns. We
are nol conecerned about over-producing

wunitions at the present time. If the war
suddenly ended and we had to dump mil-
lions of pounds’ worth of munitions we
would be glad to do so but we all realisc
that on no account must therc be a shori-
age of munitions, Tt would be equally disas-
ivous to have a shortage of Foodstuffs. Last
March the Premier sent a cirenlar letter to
members, and saggested they should do what
they eould lo inerease production. A mect-
ing along thogse lines was held at Albany,
and we put this suggestion to the Premier—

To increase production it ig essential that
the producing of farm products e made as<
attractive as serviee in the Forees, ar other
work., Many will not produce umless a guar-
anteedsminimum price i3 provided over a defin-
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ite period of 15 months, to cover costs of
planting, producing, storage and’ dispoésal.” - Tt
is suggested that such price be fixed by a’ eon-
ference of representatives of producers,- Agri-
cultural Department, and Price Fixing Com-
missioner, Ten guincas f.o.r., siding, is sub-
mitted a9 a price for potatoes. It is cssential
that a scheme of finance for fertiliser and geed
be arranged, such scheme te inelude a Govern-
ment guarantee to merchants in the event of
loss by flood, etr. Manpower is, of course, cssen-
tial. ’ '

That was a sensible suggestion, and covered
the position nicely., The position in con-
nection with potatoes at the present time is
that enongh has been said about -the short-
age. It is possible we shall have a surplus.
Tho minimum price should be paid fe¢ all
thase who buve produced potatoes, cven if
some have to be dumped. We must at all
costs maintain our production of foodstuffy.
I would also like to say a few words on the
dairying industry. 1 have received Erom one
of my constituents a letter which T will
read—

Dairying Industry:—In the news last even-
ing, mention was made of Sir Earle Page hav-
ing stated that it would be necessary to make
the dairy industry as proefitable for those eon-
cerned as the munition-making department. A
few days earlicy it had been announeced that
the metropolitan whole-milk supplicrs were to
receive an extra 4d. per pint for their milk,

In c¢ontrasi: The butter-fat suppliers for
the past month have reccived 2%4d. per pound
less than previously, the reason being that the
marketing levy las been increased from 314d.
te 1d. per pound. I am writing to ask, on be-
half of all cream suppliers, if you could help
in some way to try to improve conditions for
the men whe are working under a heavy load
of riging costs and nve receiving less payment,

We must not only increase produetion, but
have production at a pavable price to the
producer. I wish to say a little about the
much-debated apple and pear acquisition
scheme. Sowme three years ago I was at a
meeting of the Fruitgrowers' Association of
this State, and it fell to me to announce
that war had been declared. This was a
serious Dlow to our industry, because in this
State we are almost entirely dependent on
the export tvade. The executive’ realised
that the Fruitgrowers' Association was fac-
ing the biggest erisis in its history. T think
T am the only man in this Chamber who was
present at the meeting at Kojonup when we
diseussed what we should do to meet the
position brought about by the war. The
proposition debated at that meeting was for
a State-wide scheme only. It was suggested
that the State Government he asked to intro-
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duce the necessary legislation to market only
a portion of our crop. Instead of that
scheme going forward, the Commonwealth
apple and peat acquisition scheme came into
existence. It has been severely eriticised,
mostly by those who cater for the local mar-
ket. Sufficient fruit is grown in the vicinity
of the metropolitan area, under normal con-
ditions, to meet the requirements of the local
market, and that market exists because our
big growers export the bulk of their pro-
duction. Jf, now that shipping is not avail-
able, the whole of the fruit grown in this
State was put into the local market, it would
absolutely eollapse and spell ruination for
every apple and pear-grower in this State.

In the Commonwealth we have the States
of South Australia, Victoria, Queensland
and New South Wales, each with a big loeal
market and only a small proportion of the
erop exported. Those States objected to the
apple and pear acquisition scheme, and in
this morning’s paper it was announced that
the seheme wili only apply to Western Aus-
tralia and Tasmania in future. That may
be a good thing for the olher States, but
they can thank their lucky stars that trans-
port conditions are not normal. Tf the sur-
pluses of Western Australia and Tasmania
were poured into the markets of Adelaide,
Melbonrne, Sydney and Brishane, they
would collapse, and the growers of those
States would get nothing, I do not know
how the Government will handle the matter,
or what the Apple and Pear Board proposes
to do, but T do agree with the member for
Nelson that a higher price should be paid
in this State for apples. The prices paid to
the prodneer—and I am speaking from per-
sonal expertence—only provide for an exis-
tence and make no allowanee for any in-
erease in costs. Personally—and I am speak-
ing as one closely associated with the in-
dustry—I1 am grateful to our Minister and
his officers for the work they have done in
connection with this apple and pear acquisi-
tion scheme. T am pleased that that scheme
still applies to Western Australia and Tas-
mania. It has saved from ruination an im-
portant industry of this Siate. I de not
necd to say more. I promise the department
my whole-hearted co-operation in the enor-
mous job it has in front of it today.

ME. W. HEGNEY (Pilbara) : T have heen
prompied to rise owing to the remarks
made by the member for Irwin-Moore last
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week and other members who have spoken
this afternoon, particularly in connection
with the award issued by the Wheat Har-
vesting Commission. The member for
Greenough said that the board consisted of
two representatives of the AW.U, two
representatives of the employers, and an ex-
organiser of the A'W.U. as chairman, the
inference more or less—unintentionally, [
helieve—being that the latter was a par-
tisan. With Mr. Blakely as chairman of
the board, the position is no different in
principle from that which existed during
the many years when Mr. Justice Drake-
Brockman presided, and he was an ex-
president of the Employers' Federation.

My, Patrick: Except that this board did
not take any evidence.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Therefore I do. not
think that any interested party has ground
for suggesting that the commission is of a
partisan chavacter. The chairman is an ex-
Minister of the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment, and has had a wide experience of
the agricultural industry and of industrial
matters generally in the Easiern States. T
shounld like to endeavour to remove some of
the misunderstandings or misrepresenta-
tions regarding the award. The member
for Greenough stated that permanent farm-
hands were subjeet to the award, and in-
sinnated that the award would apply to
rermanent farmm-hands all the year round.

My, Patrick: No, I did not. .

My, W, HEGNEY : I am pleased to have
the, hon. membher’s apology. The award
applies only to the wheat harvest of 1942,
it has been said, and is agreed, that guite
a number of farm-hands are receiving £4 a
week plus a cottage and keep. The actual
position regarding the award is that prob-
ably 99 per cent. of the workers who come
under the determination will receive £5 Bs.
a week and keep. The member for Nelson
and other memhers have said that, if this
award is applied, the industry will prae-
tieally go out of existence. Actually the
harvesting operations will last a month to
six weeks, and the farmer who cmploys
a permanent hand for the period of the har-
vest will he obliged to pay only about £7
extra.

The Commonwealth Arbitration Court,
which undoubtedly gave a lead to this com-
mission, has already stipulated a rate of
pay for the industry of wool-growing, in
which a casual worker known as a shed-hand
receives it Western Australia €5 8s. 4 week
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and keep. This figure is based on the as-
sumption that, including lost time, the
expedition will last 20 weeks. That is
the position from the financial aspeet.
The farmers who would be bound by
this award during. shearing time have
been bound by the Commonwealth Ar-
bitratiori award under which they were ob-
liged to pay £5 8s. a week and, if farm-
hands entered the shearing shed, the farm-
ers were obliged to pay them the same rate.

I can remember when men engaged in the
chaff-cutting industry worked 56 howrs a
week. After the 1914-18 war, when the price
of wheat rose to about 9s. 9d. a bushel, the
farmers’ organisations opposed any increase
of wages in the wheat-lumping industry.
That, of course, was only human nature, For
yvears farmers and chaff-cutting contractors
paid £7 and £8 a week to their teamsters be-
fore any award was delivered. If the wheat
industry is to be carried on and if men are
to be encouraged to engage in it, the condi-
tions for them must be improved. If the
conditions and pay are such as will permit
the worker to earn a decent living, I have no
doubt that in due course a sufficient number
of labourers will be offering.

Mr, Seward: There will he more labour-
ers than farmers.

"Mr. W. HEGNEY: As regards the easual
worker engaged in wheat harvesting, the
work will last approximately six weeks and
the small farmer will require only one or
two extra men, and T do not think that the
additional amount of £15 to £30 will make
or break the farmer. On the contrary, it
will be an inducement for sufficient men to
enter the industry and thus ensure that the
harvesting operations are carried on satis-
factorily.

The maiter of zoning in the shearing in-
dustry generally is receiving the attention
of a committee appointed some time ago to
consider the question of organising the in-
dustry on a proper hasis for next year. It
was taken up too late to enable the com-
mittee to do a thoroughly effective job for
this season. I urge the Minister, who is in-
terested in shearing operations throughout
the State, to exert every effort to ensure that
the committee functions in good time to en-
able & reasonable system of zoning to he
adopted all over Western Australia. The
indications are that the number of skilled
shearers required to carry on the industry
may be reduced next vear, and in conse-
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quence it will be necessary to conserve man-
power in every possible direction. If the
matter is taken in band early, I have no
doubt that the pastoralists in the North-West
will be able to get their sheep shorn in good
time, and that the industry in the farming
areas will be ecarried on with as much ex-
pedition as possible,

I was very pleased to note the reply given
by the Minister some days ago to the mem-
ber for Swan regarding the blow-fly pest.
From inquiries T have made I feel confident
that the Department of Agrienlture will do
everything possible to cope with the pest,
because in certain portions of the North-
West it is more destructive than the droughts
that have visited the couniry in recent years,
or the foods that have lately occurred in
certain parts. I rose particularly to en-
deavour to remove a misapprehension re-
garding the conditions applying to the har-
vest. The workers in that industry are en-
titled to a reasonable standard of living, jusc
as ave the workers in any other industry.

Mr. Patrick: We have never dented that,

Mr. W. HEGNEY : I subscribe to the re-
marks of the member for Nelson and others
to the effect that primary producers shounld
receive favourable prices for their produect.
I believe that the wheat industry, and in
fact all forms of primary production, mu-t
he placed on a scientific and commonsense
basis. The little extra in wages that farmers
will be required to pay for harvesting is not
their main obstacle. Interest is the biggest
stump the settler has to grub, and I believe
that the move made by the Commonwealth
Government to ensure a reasonable rate of
pay for harvest workers will be an induce-
ment for farmers to organise on a proper
basis. They will be compelled to organise
on a more intense basis fo ensure receiving
a favourable price. I believe the industry
cannot survive if attempts arve made to earry
it on as in the past. 1 want to make that
point clear. The farmers are entitled to
decent accommodation and to the amenities
of modern life; but they wili not advance
their cause by endeavouring to stultify the
decision of a legally constituted hoard given
to ensure that casual workers in the farm-
ing industry receive reasonable wages.

[Mr. J. Hegney took the Chair.]
MR. HUGHES (East Perth): I had not

intended to intervene in the debate, but
apparently a strange paradox is at large.
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On the epe hand we hear that people en-
gaged in fruit preduection do not obtain a
deeent. standard of living. We know. that
to be the fact in many instances. However,
the member for Nelson seems ineclined to
tiink tbe city people have something to do
with that unsatisfactory state of affairs.
What we city people wonder about, on hear-
ine such stalements, is why that should be
su. One would think that if producers of
foodstnifs were not receiving adequate re-
muneration and a decent standard of living,
some people must be getting a large rake-off
from their labours. T do not think an as-
surance is needed from me that the city
people are now paying terrifie prices for
foodstuffs,

Mr. SBampson; Not in all eases.

Mr. HUGHES : Not in all cases?

Mr. Sampson: No, certainly not!

Mr. HUGHES: I would like to know
where these cabbages at 1s. 6d. per bag are
obtainable. The housewives of the metro-
politan area wounld say, ‘‘Yes, of course,
cabhages arve 1s. Bd, per bag, bnt there is
only one ¢abbage in the hag.’’

Mr. Sampson: Cabbages ean be had for
14, each.

My, HUGHES: T believe T may say with-
out fear of econtradiction that prices of
foodstufls are so high in the melropolitan
arvea that large numbers of people are not
shle to acquire essential foods. Now, here
i< something T saw myself on my way to
Parliament House today. Cherries in
London Conrt priced at 4e. 6d. per pound!

Mr. Sampson: Cherries ave not an essen-
tinl foodstufi.

Mr. HUGHES: T do not know why people
eut cherries. Nevertheless, at 4s. 6d. per
peund for them, somehody must be getting
something.

Mr. Patviek: One can live withont
cherries,
Myr. HCGHES: One ean live withont

¢herries and withont potatoes, and without
a good many other things. Nevertheless,
tite fact is that cherries, which are in the
cutegory of foodstuffs, are being offered fo-
day in Perth at 4s. 6d. per pound. So some-
body must he getfing a large rake-off of
profit in connection with the production
and distribution of eberries. T wonder
whether the producers of those eherries,
whoever and wherever they may be, would
agree not only to a minimum price for
~herries but also to a maximum price? Cer-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Lainly, if cherries cannot be produced and
sold for less than 4s. 6d. per pound, they
might as weli not be produced at all, be-
cause they are beyond the purchasing power
of the people. I do not believe that those
eherries cost to produce and distribute any-
thing approaching what would justify a
retail price of 4s. Gd. per pound. Nor do
I believe that, even with the interest on
the morigage threwn in, the producers of
those cherries are getling a reasonable pro-
fit from the 4s. 6d. per pound. Somebody
vlse is getting an utterly unreasonable
profit.

Wheu the people of the metropolitan area
see sueh a priee for a foodstuff, they find
it hard to believe that the producers of
that foodstuff arve not receiving adequate
remuneration. T ean assure the Committee
that with cherries at 4s. 6d. per pound the
electors of East ’erth are put right in the
front rank of the Austerity Campaign,
whether they like it or not! Cherries, T
daresny, are not an essential food; but at
present tomatoes are priced at 1s. 6d. per
pound in Perth, wholesale at the markets,
Surely it cannot be contended that toma-
toes are not an essential as well as a whole-
some food! There ave persons who ean
teil one where sueh eommodities ean he
bonght at 6d. per ponnd—until one wants
to buy them!

My, Patriek: I have hought tomatoes in
the shops at 6d. per pound.

Mr. HUGHES: That heing so, I ecom-
mend the information fo the Minister for
Agrienlture. If some shopkeepers can re-
tail tomatoes at Gd. per pound, surely the
fact of other shopkeepers charging 1s. 6d.
per pound constitutes a reason for inquiry
into profiteering—if it is so! .

Mr. Patrick: On the other hand, I have
seen cases of Truit sold at 1s. 6d. and 2s.

Mr. HUGHES: T will present the hon,
member with a £10 note if he will now con-
duaet me to a place in Porth where tomatoes
can be bought at 1s. per case!

My. Patrick: Not at present, of course!

My, HUGHES: The fact remains that at
the present time tomatoes rule at 1s. 6d. per
pound retail and 1s. 3¢. per pound whole-
sale. With all due respeet to the Deputy
Leader of the Country Party, T do not think
that his Party will ever do the best for the
people it Eries to represent if its one poliey
is to be antngonislie to the people of the
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metropolitan area. So long as the hon. mem-
ber's Party has that one idea that it is good
policy to attack the people of the metropoli-
tan area—

Mr. Patrick: Have I ever attacked them?

Mr. HUGHES: When the hon. member
{alks that 1mbbish about tomatoes being sold
at 1s. per case—

Mr. Patrick: But not at the present time.

Mr. HUGHES: Why did the hon. member
interject that he had scen tomatoes sold at
1s. per case?

Mr. Patrick: I was merely telling yon the
price.

Mr. HUGHES: The objeet was not just
to air the hon. member’s knowledge! It
was to depreciate, to attempt to disparage,
my statement that tomatoes were 1s. 6d. per
pound. -

Myr. Doney: You have a suspicions mind!

Mr. HUGHES : 1 suggest that instead of
going back into the Dark Ages and saying
tomatoes were a 1s. a case then, the Deputy
Leader of the Country Party would do well
to attack the problem by aseertaining why
it is that the people of the metropolitan
area have to pay 1s. 6d. per pound now for
tomatoes while the producer is not getting
an adeqguate return for his labour.

Mr. Patrick: I think you told us that
they brought 1s. 3d4. wholesale.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, 1s. 3d. a lb. whole-
sale, If the people of the metrapolitan area
have to pay that price wholesale, and the
person who produces the tomatoes is not
getting an adequate retura for his labour,
there is something rvadically wrong. I sug-
gest that if it desired to help the grower,
then, instead of ‘disparaging that angle, we
should find out why the people of the metro-
politan area have to pay an cxeess price
and why the grower docs not get an ade-
quate retnrn for his labonr. The remedy
is to eo-operate and ascertain why it is that
the producer docs not get an adequate re-
turn and why it is that people in the metro-
politan area have te pay such a high price
for that partieular kind of food.

Mr. Patrick: Tt is due to scarcity. The
people conld not get the tomatoes because
the quantity was not available.

Mr. HUGHES: Increasing the price will
not enlirge the quantity. What chance has
a man on the basic wage with two or three
children to' give them tomatoes at 1s. 6d.
per 1b. ‘retail?

Mr. SBampson: Or a feed of chervies?
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Mr. HUGHES: Yes, 'There are two fac-
tors. 1 quite agree we should have a mini-
mum price that will guarantee to all con-
cerned in the production an adequate returm
for their labour. But I do not stop theve.
I think that is only half-way. We must bave
a maximum price that will ensure that no-
body will get an excessive return for his
Jabour to the detviment of somehedy else.
If we are to have a guaranteed minimum in
times of plenty, so that people will have io
pay a high price in times of scarcity, we
must have the other angle. We must have
a maximum price so that people will not be
paying an exorbitant price in times of seny-
eity., When we reach that stage, instead
of metropolitan members having fo contest
statements made by country members, and
vice versa, we shall have a common front.
We will be able to tackle the problem iu
co-operation te the advantage of each. The
price of frnit and vegetables in Perth today
is extraordinarily high. '

Mr. Shearn: What is the priee of
hananas ! :

Mr. HUGHES: 3. a dozen,

M. Marshall: Oranges of any
guenee are 4s. a dozen,

Mr. HUGHES : Yes,

Mr. Patrvick: But oranges are out of
geason,

Mr. Sampson: That is the price for our-
of-season navels.

Mr, HUGHES: T would like someonc to
he good enough to inform me when fruit
is in season in Perth, if “in season” means
cheap prices, because 1 have bren in Perth
for 30 years and have not noticed that when
fruit is in season it is cheap. The prices
now are utircasonable, and this is the best
season for eating oranges, They are not
out of scason, and, as the member for Mur-
chison pointed out, oranges of a fair size
are 4s. per dozen, while little oranges—
searcely bigger than a plnm—are 1s. Gd. 2
dozen.

Mr. Patriek: 1 know. T hought some the
other day.

Mr. HUGHES: We have to pay 1s. 60,
per dezen for oranges which I venture tc
say are scarcely higger than a plum.

Mr, Patrick: Youn are not a good buyer.

Mr. HUGHES: My information is not
altogether devived from buying fruit, be-
cause in some cases—Ilike the old man and
the taxi—ail I e¢an do iz to look at it.” I
ean only look at fruit through the shop win-

conse-
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dows; I cannot buy it. Nevertheless, when
going about the streets day by day, I see
the prices marked in the various sheps. As
T came to the House today, I noticed that
tomatoes were marked up st 1s. 6d. a lb.
1 asked someone interested why they were
<0 dear, and he replied that they were 1s, 3d.
ver 1b. wholesale, so that an inerease of
20 per cent. on that price does not provide
# very great margin for gross profit. The
shopkeeper eannot he said to bhe making an
abnormal profit, because anybody who
understands anything at all about costing
knows that 20 per cent. is not a big rate
of profit forr perishable goods. Nor can it
he said that there has been an increase in
rents that is responsible for the inerease in
1he price of fresh fruit and vegetables be-
cause, as we all know, rents have been
pegged since the war, and consequently the
shopkeeper in Perth is not paying additional
vent, The wages paid to employees have
not increased in the same ratio as have the
prices of the goods, nor bave the overhead
charges of the storekeeper. 8o why iy it,
when prices are so high, that the grower
is not getting an adequate return? T ask
the Minister to make a note of that.
Although the member for Greenongh said
he could buy tomatoes at 6d. a 1b., T notice
that all the shops in the eity are charg-
ing 1s, 6d.

Mr. Patrick: I said I had bought them
during the last week.

Mr. HUGHES: With regard to straw-
herries, befere the war one could buy a
small earton for 9d. The priee today is
3s. 9d., an incrense of nearly 400 per cent.
Somebody must be getting o rake-off. Some-
hody must be making a fortune out of
apples. = A friend of mine recently paid
7. for three miserahle apples,

The Minister for Agriculture: The cheap-
c-t 18 15s. a case,

Mr. HUGHER : Why it is that people in
the eity have to pay 15s. a ecase for apples,
while these engaged in their produetion are
not getting an adequate return for their
labour? The answer fo the people who say
that the grower is not getting an adequate
vaturn is that it is not becauwse people in
the eity and the mefropolitan area are get-
ting commodifies cheaper. There must be
~ome other enuse.

Member: Faulty marketing!

Myr. HUGHES: Tt may be. T venture {o
zay that in the whole of the metropolitan

[ASSEMBLY.]

area 90 per cent. of the children do not get
sufficient fresh fruit, The children in the
wheat belt are probably in 2 worse position.
Fruit is a very important item of diet. The
people representing the metropolitan area
would be glad—and I suppose every member
of the Chamber wonld be glad—to see the
primary producers getting a move adequate
veturn.

Mr. Withers: Do you think the price is
due to a shortage?

Mr. HCGHES: If the inereased price is
due to a shortage, that is a case of profiteer-
ing. If, in 1942, we are working on Adam
Smith’s economics and, because there is a
searcity, certain people are increasing the
price, surely that is a case for Dr. Evatt and
his black-marketing legislation! If there is
such a thing as storage, my opinion is that
the people who store these perishables buy
them when the market price is very low.
They never buy for storage when the price
is high.

Mr, Patrick: In this instance, the Apple
and Pear Board is stoving apples and pears.

Mr. HUGHES: If the Apple and Pear
Board were abolished tomorrow, it would
not make any difference to the people in the
metropolitan area because those people never
get supplies of apples or pears any cheaper
as a result of the existence of the board. I
do not think there ecan bhe such a thing as
the abolition of the Apple and Pear Board
in some States and its vetention in others,
because there is definitely in the Common-
wealth Constitution a seetion that there shall
be no discrimination between tha States.
There is no legality in the attempt to differ-
entinte between the two small States and the
others. The board did not provide apples
any cheaper to the people of the metropoli-
tan area.

Mr. Withers: Say, the State,

Mr. HUGHES : Well, the State! I do not
suppose there is a shortage in Bunbury. If
the growers are not getting a decent return.
it is not the fault of people in the metro-
politan area, though they seem to be singled
out for blame. T agree that we must get
down to a system under which there iz a
guaranteed tneome for everybody, and not
only the primary producer. I do mot think
the member for Nelson goes far enough. We
must gunarantee to evervbody an adequate
return for his labour, and that there will he
facilities available to enable him to get an
adequate reéurn. When we do that, the other
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aspects will dissolve. The branches of the
problem will dissolve with the root. I did
net want to intervene in s debate on the
Agricultural Estimates, but I think I was
justified on this oceasion in pointing out what
the people in the metropolitan area are
suffering as a vesult of the high prices of
perishable goods,
Progress veported.

House adjourned at .20 pm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.15
p-m.. and read prayers.

MOTION—RAILWAY FREIGHTS
AND FARES.

4s to Nuggested Increase.

HON. €. B. WILLIAMS (South) [2.18]:
I move—

That in the opinion of this House, the all-
round inerease of 1214 per cent. in railway
fares and freights—as suggested by Mr. Ray-
nor, Neputy Seerctary of the Railway Depart-
ment—would be un vufair tax on mining, agri-
cultural and pastoral producers; and further,
that no inerease in 12ilway charges should he
imposed without snbmission to Parliament.

That this resolution be transmitted to the
Legiglative Assembly with a request for its
concurvence therein.
1t is three or four years now since this
lonse discussed a similar question, and, hy
a majority—certainly of only one vote—it
dizallowed proposed increased freights. The
then Government, which is the present
one, discovered another way fo get around the
diffienity.  After having dealt with the
ineveasing of freights in Parliament hy
layving regulations on the Tahle for many
wears, it snddenly found there was no need
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to do that. After all, the Government,
whatever its political brand, consists of only
a few members, supported by a majority of
men in another place, and those men are
responsible to their eleetors. Any increases
in freights and charges that have to be met
by the people have to be justified by
members of Parliament, no matter whether
they are or are not members of the Gov-
ernment for the time being.

In 1939 this House disallowed any in-
creases, and it did that also in a previous
session, but still they continuved to be im-
posed. [ will read a letter which has brought
the matter te a head, so far as I am con-
cerned. Most country members have received
a similar communication from the Kal-
goorlic Municipal Council. We are guided,
more or less, by our electors, and we realise
the Government must raise money to carry
on the differcnt aetivities for whieh it is
responsible.  But still, when inereases in
railway freights are being mooted, the in-
terests of prople in the outback distriets
and of producers gencrally should be con-
sidered. Thix letter is addressed from the
Municipal Chambers, Kalgoorlie, and is
signed hy the Town Clerk—

At a meeting of the council held on the 16th
iust., the question of the proposed increase in
railway freights and fares eame up for discms-
10M.

The news that the c¢hange is seriously con-
temiplated was contained in a statement made
kefore the Conunonwenlth Grants Commission,
when sitting in Perth on the 6th November,
by the Depnty Sceretary of the Railway De-
partment, Mr. I, C, Raynor, He is reported
to have said that all-round rises in railway
chiarvges of 1214 per cent. were proposed.

The people of the Goldfields desire to he
tolevant and co-operate with the Government in
any move which is found necessary om ae-

count of war-time exigencies, but they cannot
contemplate with complacency so gredat an in-
erease in ch'u'ges as that suggested.

The people in the outposts of the State, more
particularly the Eastern Goldfields, are depend-
ent on the railways, and the charges made for
the carrtage of goods affect every resident. All
the requirements of industry are conveyed by
train and food, clothes, forniture and other
necessities are influenced in price by trans-
port costs.

In the year 1939, the question of inereased
railway freights received attention by Parlia-.
ment, which disallowed a regulation to obtain
additional revenue by this method of taxation.
Mowever, the expressed opinion of Parliament
was flouted and high rates continued to be im-
posed to the detriment of the people of the
Goldfields and other parts of the State. You
ean realise that there will be a lot of re-action
from the people in the country and mining dis-



